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Plush. Private. Perfect. 


Whether on an extended trip or a long weekend, there is nothing 
quite like the intimacy of a small recreational vehicle from 
Midwest RV (a division of Sears Imported Autos). 


Easy to handle and with all the comforts of home, but on the road, 
you'll never vacation any other way again. 
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CORRECTION 


Bingo A Go Go's "Wedding Bell Bingo" was erroneously 
listed as being on May 15 in our last issue. We apologize, 


the event is May 5. www.bingoagogo.com 
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A fraction of the view from the private bluff at American 
Eagle Bluff Bed & Breakfast in Read's Landing, Minnesota 
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Photo Courtsey of Death To Prom 


Photo by Andy Lien 


* HitsthesRoads and Rivers for 
Summer Adventures > 1: 


Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your 
computer, iPad, iPhone or DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only 
online, not in print. 


Photo by Jeremy Daniel 


Photo by Andy Lien 


Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms e Basement Finish 
Windows / Doors * Decks / Porches e Roofing * Siding 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal 
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E FREE ESTIMATES 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 


www.StioRoofing.com 


Li #BC626947 * Bonded * Insured 


call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 
* Has repeatedly won criminal sexual conduct cases 


* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Drug Charges, 
Indecent Exposure, Theft Charges, Accomplice Charges 


| was charged with a crime and Jeff Dean won my case. Now / have no worries 


and my future looks bright. Call Jeff if you are facing DWi/criminal charges!” 
- К.О. former client 


a name you can trust. 


“We Roofed It AGAIN!” 
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HEATING + AC | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


Starting 
549! 
SAVE 51,000 


at 
SAVE $500 


Bond Aii. Conditioner, 
or More оп a New Boiler. Plus 51,000፡ on Manufacturer Rebate 
Plus Rebates; апа up/to/$825/on|Utility Rebates. 

www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 
Serving all of the Twin Cities. 


(612) 305-4360 www.jeffdeanlaw.com 
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Modern Beach House ዕበ Lake Minnetonka 
Architecturally designed, this stylish home offers the very finest in form, function and finish. 
Open floor plan with walls of glass creates a voluminous, light-filled space while an interesting 
use of exotic woods, slate and tile create a warm, sophisticated feel throughout. Premier 
location with level lawn and long, easterly views of A-rated Gideon's Bay and beyond. Close to & A R N E 
Downtown Excelsior, LRT Bike Trail, numerous parks and Minnetonka Schools. $1,299,900. 


GREGG LARSEN 
uc ч 612-719-4477 


www.plahomes.com 
glarsen@cbburnet.com 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#362936 
brian@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#300103 
david@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.868.6968 Cell 


FIRST EQUITY 
MORTGAGE 


"Gay owned and operated" 
HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


www.femort.com 
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VASER® Shape is ideal for 
targeting specific areas like 
the tummy, arms, inner thighs, 
saddlebags, and love handles. 


Results after 1 treatment! 


йй 


ጋ 


MEDICAL CENTER 


Pain Free * Non Invasive * Body Slimming 


Victoria Hagstrom, M.D. • 612-208-0741 • www.Anewmedicalcenter.com 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center • 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 • Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Ee Sean Rhy ለአከ CSUR EE When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
TIERCE ከ the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 
Contact as for tatormation tedeyt taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide | 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO | 
Product sales. 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


STOP: BANKRUPTCY 


Wage garnishment ሉው y 
Bank levies Providing New Beginnings Since 1991 


Foreclosure Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 


an Call now: 651.645.1211 
| BECKY A. MOSHIER 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
a? 


ume 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 1991 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living vena 2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 * St. Paul, MN 55114 


1600 University Ave Suite 16 ALSO: WILLS А POWERS OF ATTORNEY, 
St. Paul, MN 55104 HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 


651-646-8342 


www.mcil-mn.org In my гаг of : rvice to our community. www.moshierbankru tcylaw.com 


We are a del agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


ADVISORS 


With you when 


& want ሃይ the assets yow ue built together 


Domestic partners have unique investment planning needs and challenges. 
You’ve worked hard to create a life and build wealth together, now you want 
to make sure your treasured nest egg will always be there for each other. We 
understand what you are facing — and we want to be a part of your success. 


Wells Fargo Advisors was the first in the industry to offer the Accredited 
Domestic Partnership Advisor™ or ADPA™ designation. Our Financial 
Advisors who have the ADPA™ designation have been trained and certified 
on key issues affecting domestic partners and are dedicated to providing you 
tailored investment planning solutions to help you meet your financial goals. 


Visit us at wellsfargoadvisors.com/adpa to find an ADPA™ certified advisor 
near you. 


Together we'll go far 


Wells Fargo Advisors is the trade name used by two separate registered broker-dealers: Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, and Wells Fargo Advisors 
Financial Network, LLC, Members SIPC, non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. 


Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" and ADPA™ are service marks of the College for Financial Planning? 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Advisors 


LavenderMagazine.com | 7 


ፎ 
ш 
[=] 
2. 
ш 
а 
ርፎ 
= 
= 


FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Getaway: Chicago in a Day 


ГУЕ FALLEN in love with the photography of the newly discov- 
ered Vivian Maier. She snapped as she walked. She caught life. She 
was an undiscovered genius of The Moment. I stumbled upon a link 
to her first exhibition ever, taking place at the Chicago Cultural Cen- 
ter until the first weekend in April last year. First, I posted a link to 
her exhibit on Facebook. Then, I posted that I wanted to go to it. 
Impulsive? A little. Doable? Definitely. Then, Heidi C. said she'd go. 
'That was the tipping point. It was on. Heidi H. and Amanda B. quickly 
volunteered and suddenly we had a road trip. 

We also had parameters. One day, to and from. With vehicle. Be- 
fore the end of the exhibit's run in April. On a budget. 

We also had a little bit of feedback. From "that's crazy" to “impres- 
sive." I smiled at the challenge. I love this stuff. 

It's funny; some people got a little uncomfortable at thought of 
an 800-mile road trip in one day. For an exhibit. In Chicago. From 
Minneapolis-St. Paul. That it's not only illogical and frivolous, but- 
because of that-it's not a good idea. Not true. No, it made no real 
sense, but that's not necessarily a good reason not to do it. I consid- 
ered taking offense to it, but no...people who found it uncomfortable 
probably did so because of their own feelings of being a bit threat- 
ened by it; the freedom, the impulsiveness, the lack of purpose...but 
abundance of whimsy. I noodled with it. I smiled at it. I wanted to 
do it even more. 

Ilove proving to people that fun is allowed. The frivolous is still 
accessible, even in these arguably austere times. And, with four of us 
footing the bill, the whirlwind trip wouldn't be a waste of anything-let 
alone our time or resources. 

So there. 

Then, you have the camp of folks who can't fathom going to Chi- 
cago without much of a plan or guide. I found that aspect terribly 
appealing. I think it’s become my life goal to overcome the idea that- 
though I have no sense of compass direction-I can navigate the heck 
out of a trip. That-though I grew up in corn and soybean fields-T've 
got no problem “driving Chicago." That-though we live in an era of 
'Tom Tom, LoJack City, Magellan, and dashboard GPS consoles that 
dull our abilities to read maps (and will probably somehow lead to the 
downfall of humanity)-I can envision a route and make it all happen 
without anything that requires a cord that plugs into the cigarette 
lighter. That-though I'm a woman-I won't be overwhelmed by these 
manly things as I drive my diet SUV around a big city. Sure, it's the 
unknown...but it’s my unknown. 

It's a calculated unknown. 

What you've got to understand is that the idea becomes much less 
overwhelming when limits are in place. 3-4 hours in Chicago with 
an exhibit as the goal gave us a location; a place we needed to park 
the vehicle. And, a window of time. Then, working out from there, I 
knew the Bean was close by as were the museums, planetarium, and 
aquarium (and Soldier Field). A trip in on the “L” wasn't in the cards; 


= 
«22 
A 
к= 


finding our other Chicago go-to destinations weren't for this trip, and 
a sit-down restaurant probably wouldn't do the trick. But, we could 
improvise here and there and do just fine. 

And we did. 


The people who responded to my post were strangers to > 
Continued on page 49 
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MILLER'S 
SEXY UBERAL 
COMEPY TOUR 


Saturday, May 12th, 8:00p.m. 
at the State Theater 


starring... 
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Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


1717 БУ mira ain 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR WAST EYE ሀ... AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


fs 
5, 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Life changing results Multiple custom Р Dur financing plans 
А ፡ Personalized Н 
without spending your lasers to treat: E and Best Price 
life savings. Save up Nearsightedness ШЫ АО ЕШ Guarantee make LASIK 
б R FREE ENHANCEMENTS, 
to 50% every day on Farsightedness ME SEITE affordable to more people 
Custom Wavefront LASIK ASTIGMATISM d 


м = | ACT BY MAY 31“ 


" CALL 866-685-6994 
e Save even more with your 


C Vision Care or Flex Plan. OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 
ASK US HOW! 2311 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


OUR LAVENDER 


ቓ AWORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


Pronouncements from the Pale Blue Dot 


PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS pronouncing that they know God's inten- 
tions, and know them directly from the source, since He also gave 
them His one True religion. They know firsthand that God prohibits 
same-sex marriage and know for a certainly He has no truck with 
uppity Catholic nuns who help “certain people.” 

These people came to mind as I was reading about Voyager One 
and Two in the latest Smithsonian magazine. Launched by NASA in 
1977, they have been sailing out ever since, covering billions of miles 
as we back on Terra eat, sleep, and fuss over whether or not a law 
student who asks about birth control is a whore. 

The Voyagers had their own tasks but Carl Sagan, astronomer 
and author, repeatedly petitioned for a shot of Earth from “out there.” 
For fear of blinding the camera when it turned towards our Sun, the 
project was delayed until the craft was 3.7 billion miles out. 

Finally, on Valentine’s Day 1990, Voyager One looked back over 
its shoulder and snapped a shot of all the planets, a frame in which 
Earth took up exactly one pixel. Sagan dubbed this pixel “The Pale 
Blue Dot.” 


Today, at 11 billion miles out, Voyager One’s signals, travelling 
at the speed of light, take sixteen hours to reach Earth, and Earth, 
should another portrait attempt be made, would be lost in the Sun’s 
glare, while it a bright star, just south of Rigel. 

And the Voyagers have not yet entered interstellar space. When 
they do, notes Smithsonian writer Timothy Ferris, “they will encoun- 
ter an environment so different from Earth’s environs as to challenge 
our homespun notions of what it means to go someplace.” Even then 
it will take Voyager Two 40,000 more years before it will pass within 
1.7 light years from the red dwarf star Ross 248. 

“Homespun” is what I hear when someone pronounces that thus 
and such has “always” been or that he knows what God wants. If I 
may make my own pronouncement, I believe that any maker of the 
infinite would have more concern for the well-being of his handi- 
work, of how those bits of carbon-based matter treated and cared for 
one another, than for outer trappings and incantations. 

And the Voyagers travel on. 
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GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 
Dermatology Consultants is proud to announce 


APPsolutely! 
that we now offer CoolSculpting’, the revolutionary 


You can now find LAVENDER’ Magazine on the App Store, new body contouring treatment that freezes fat. 
LAVENDER” Magazine works with iPad". 


"ACCOMMODATING. THE ADDAMS. [m 
COMMUNITY: GLBT- FAMILY: CASTING 
OWNED PLACES TO STAY EX JM ANEW SPELL 


à 


No needles, no special diet, no supplements and no surgery. 
It's FDA-cleared, safe and proven effective. 


MER 


nd Rivers for 
ventures 


280 Snelling Avenue North 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
651-645-3628 
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LAVENDER LENS | Sophia Hantzes 


FIRST THURSDAY ADLER OPENING BECAUSE 


LUSH - APRIL 5 - APRIL 19 - APRIL 20 


Ҹ . 8888 hantzes 
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MELISSA ETHERIDGE 


- APRIL 21 
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What's Your Plan? 


x 
| Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
T Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 
7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
| Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ < 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by @ 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered S 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 

needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for pis 


Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 
=g а . 
For the if in life.° MetLife 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION |! 


ЧО Family Law / Divorce Q Criminal Defense | 


Q Child Support 
О Domestic Partnerships 


| Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


О Business & Civil Litigation 
OQ Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
guum] 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 
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THURSDAY 


|. JUNE 7 


5:30 - 9:00 PM 


Solera * 900 Hennepin Ave. 


"T Р 


Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Cash Bar 
Register to WIN Great Prizes 


Relax in the AMERIPRISE LOUNGE 


Visit booths from TC Pride, HRC, Minnesotans United, 
TCGMC, Gay Softball World Series and other local 
nonprofits to find out the great events going on this 
Pride and over the summer. 


| HOST ORGANIZ 
HRC Twin Cities, Proj 
North Country Bears, . 
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SUNDAY 
JUNE 24 * 9 AM - End of Pride Parade 


CRAVE * 825 Hennepin Ave. 


It's the place to be to view the GLBT Pride Parade and enjoy a first-class brunch! 


No need to fight for a window seat. We'll have the parade simulcast on all the video monitors throughout both levels of CRAVE. 


ADMISSION: $25 in advance * $35 at door n: e tel One’ 
Ticket information at www.aliveness.org/pride-central ር ከ ise x ገይ VODKA MEDICA 
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TUESDAY 
AUGUST 14 • 7:10 PM 


Minnesota Twins vs. Detroit Tigers 
Target Field * Minneapolis 


POST GAME PARTY TO FOLLOW 


Enjoy the game in a reserved section with 1,000 of 
your closest friends, including athletes in town for 
the 2012 National Gay Softball World Series. 


EVENT TICKETS ARE $40 


Purchase your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved seating * Great view of the game * Post-game Party * OUT in the Stands T-shirt 


ENTER TO WIN A CHANCE TO RAISE THE TWINS TERRITORY FLAG! 
Simply log on to LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride and you're one step closer to raising the pre-game flag at Target Field! 


Ameriprise ር tel One! MEDICA. LAVENDER 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


BRASS RAIL лрви 22 


RAIL, & DOMESTIC 


EVERY DAY * 7-9 PM Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


3 i 1 
4 great ways to get your BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


Log on BigGayNews.com 
v 
Download daily podcast from i Tunes 


Е 
Get the news as іс happens on Twitter.com/biggaynews 
bz] 
Sign up at BigGayNews.com for a daily email of the latest headlines 


422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. * 6122332-RAIL (7245) ር 
www.thebrassraillounge.com GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 
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60th ANNIVERSARY PARTY 


Twin Cities Oldest GLBT Bar 
(2 


Gary s 2Oth anniversary as owner 


Saturday, May 19 


Happy Hour Prices 
Opening Mpm) ‘til Close (2am) 


free Hot Dogs and Brats 


Singles]PoolhTOURNAMENTESun= Мау2О АРМ 


EXJOY OUR SMOKING PATO e ALWAYS A GOOD TIME © NEWER A COVER CHARGE 
Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 
ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM e Sat-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis * (612) 871-5553 • Like us on Facebook 
Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
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ANNIVERSARY | by George Holdgrafer 


A Bar Fit for a Queen 


19 Bar Celebrates Triple Anniversary on May 19 (Appropriately Enough!) 


FEBRUARY 6 was the 60th anniversary 
of Queen Elizabeth ITs accession to the 
British throne in 1952. And for the local 19 
Bar—with an iconic 1960s portrait of the 
Queen having graced a wall for decades— 
it's a triple anniversary: the 60th of the ven- 
erable establishment, whose entire history 
coincides with the monarch's reign; the 20th 
of Gary Hallberg's owning the business; and 
the 90th of the building that houses it. 

The cornerstone of the bar—whose pres- 
ent name derives from its address, 19 West 
15th Street, Minneapolis—bears the three 
line inscription: “Magney & Tussler, Inc./ 
Architects & Engineers/1922.” The firm’s 
main claim to fame is that it was the archi- 
tect of the Foshay Tower in Downtown Min- 
neapolis, which debuted in 1929. During the 
Prohibition Era, the building later called the 
19 reportedly was a speakeasy. 

In 1952, life partners Everett Stoltz and 
George Koch opened a predominately gay 
bar there—a shrewd move, given its location 
in the heart of what has been a gay enclave 
for decades. From the 1950s on, the 19’s cli- 
entele mainly was gay men from the Loring 
Park neighborhood. In the early days, the 
entrance was in the middle on the north wall 
on West 15th Street, and the bar was on the 
west wall. On shelves behind the bar, each 
regular patron had a barrel-shaped brown- 
glass mug with his or her name inscribed on 
the wooden handle. 

For nearly four decades, the usually quiet 
19 suddenly would transform into a beehive 
of people late Sunday night, when the old 
“blue law” (repealed in 1990) allowed the bar, 
which had only a 3.2 (“weak") beer license, 
to stay open until 1 AM, while the Downtown 
gay clubs with full beer and liquor licenses 
had to close at midnight. 

In 1983, after several ownership chang- 
es, Ray Onstine bought the 19. Completely 
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remodeling it, he moved the bar to the cen- 
ter of the room, and relocated the entrance 
to the east corner of the north wall. After 
his death, his parents, the late Bud and 
Charlotte Onstine, operated the business 
for a short time. 

Hallberg purchased the 19 on May 8, 
1992, and acquired the building as well in 
1995. In several stages, he nearly doubled 
the bar’s space by expanding west into what 
had been the adjacent Loring Cleaners. He 
also built a popular year-round patio out 
from the south wall in the back. In 2003, he 
obtained a license to serve full liquor and 
strong beer, which brought a host of new 
customers who wanted more than 3.2 beer. 

Today, the 19 continues the friendly ambi- 
ence of its 60 years as a neighborhood GLBT 
bar. Most times, you'll find some people en- 
gaging in a game of a pool at three state-of- 
the-art tables. Others simply will carry on a 
conversation over a reasonably priced cock- 
tail or beer. As the bar closest to the Pride 
Festival in Loring Park, it's the busiest place 
in town Pride Weekend. 

Hallberg says, "We're very proud to be 
the oldest GLBT bar in the Twin Cities, and 
one of the oldest—if not the oldest—in the 
country. I’m proud of having owned it for a 
third of its history now. We thank our count- 
less past and present patrons for support- 
ing us all these years. The 19 will be here 
to serve our community for many years in 
the future." 

The 19 Bar is celebrating its triple anni- 
versary on May 19 (appropriately enough!). 
Enjoy happy hour prices all day and all night, 
from opening at 1 PM to closing at 2 AM, 
plus free hot dogs and brats. 


19 Bar 
19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 
(612) 871-5553 


The iconic portrait of Queen Elizabeth II at the 19 Bar, 
both of which have ruled for 60 years. 


NEW! 
FOC MAP.COM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY MAP". 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


 ፳ጨኤ May 12th, 9:30(sh) 
"Sparkle" Presents: 
BREWSTER'S BIRTHDAY BASH! 


Starring Mary and Miss Ti-Nea'. 


THE LOUNGE MEN 
MALE DANCERS 


HOSTED BY TRENT 
Every Cheapie Night 
Wednesday 


Check daily happenings at Townhousehar.com or The Town House Bar on e yee) [CheckjdailyihappeningsJatTownhousebar'com|orJThe/Town]House)BarJon) j 
Your Neighborhood Bar with FREE Parking. ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON! N ፖሪ аваа Bar wih) EREE PARASI ALWAYS) [SOMETHIN G/GOING/ON!,F 

Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone. Serving Our GLBT Community For 42 Years! А / ኣ 
1415 UNIVERSITE AVES v, ST. PAUL * MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL 

651-646-7087 * WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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ARTS & CULTURE | Shane Lueck 


An Indie Film Takes Flight: Death To Prom 


Photos courtesy of Death To Prom. To see more photos and video, go to www. LavenderMagazine.com. 


AT A TIME in our history when high 
school pressures to conform and fit in have 
reached tragic consequences, a new Indie 
film, Death to Prom, makes every effort to 
show teenagers who are smart and positive, 
yet flawed. A film that enforces that being 
different is something to be celebrated. 

Set in Minneapolis, the film is centered on 
Rene, a gay male, and Frankie, his best friend, 
who dream up high-fashion photo shoots in or- 
der to make the best of high school. Hina Khan, 
who plays Frankie, says “I think that it will be 
great to see how Rene and Frankie energize 
one another and push each other to be over 
the top in terms of creativity.” Rene is a lover 
of fashion magazines and designing clothes, 
whereas Frankie’s passions are her camera and 
punk rock. However, the drama of their fashion 
shoots comes to life as they end up fighting over 
Sasha, one of their jock classmates. 

Matt Stenerson, the writer and producer, 
is incredibly grateful for how well received 
the project has been and the immense sup- 
port people have shown. “People and busi- 
nesses have been very supportive, a lot have 
offered up their homes/businesses for loca- 
tions," Stenerson says. "It's awesome to have 
this kind of help." 

The cinematographer and co-producer, 
Jeremy Wilker, agrees. “People seem genu- 
inely excited by the movie and what we’ve 
created so far,” Wilker says. “They love the 
color, the fabulous styling Matt put together, 
and the multi-cultural cast. Most people as- 
sume that we've already shot the movie and 
they are asking when the release date is!” 

In fact, Death to Prom has yet to be 
filmed. A campaign has been set up on the 
Kickstarter website in order to raise funds 
for production. Stenerson says, “We didn’t 
really have a budget for the teaser, so a lot 
of people worked pro-bono. Now that we’re 
making the feature in June, we want to raise 


enough to pay the people who have helped 
us on the way.” 

The project is being helped along with a 
fiscal sponsorship with IFP Minnesota, Cen- 
ter for Media Arts. Wilker, a long-time mem- 
ber, says “we’ve got amazingly talented casts 
and crews here. They work hard at their 
craft and they deserve a paycheck.” Laugh- 
ing, Stenerson adds, “We won’t be spending 
money on star trailers, imported bottled wa- 
ter, or cappuccino carts!” 

Unfortunately, there has been a large in- 
crease in the amount of indie films being pro- 
duced each year, so filmmakers have turn to 
alternative methods to finance the films. Kick- 
starter has proven successful for Death to Prom. 
“Camera technology is moving so rapidly and 
the quality has reached such high levels, that 
the major film festivals are receiving thousands 
to almost 10,000 submissions for a few hundred 
programming slots,” Wilker says. “There is also 
so much 'noise' online from our social networks 
and media and 24-hour-a-day texts...how do 
you compete? How do you get attention? Ob- 
scurity is the bane of all filmmakers.” 

Why produce this film in Minneapolis? 
Meant to be a film that could take place in 
any city, the producers are hoping that view- 
ers from most towns would be able to relate 
to the story. Stenerson expresses celebrat- 
ing “how great Minneapolis is” and its great 
diversity. Wilker is a “firm believer that you 
can and should shoot feature films right here 
in Minnesota, especially Minnesota stories.” 

With a message that behind every la- 
bel is an individual much more complex 
and featuring how differences can become 
strengths, the storyline of Death to Prom is 
sure to resonate with audiences. Individual- 
ity is meant to apply to everyone, from the 
jocks, to the punks, to the fashionistas. 

“This is an important film,” says Thomas 
Sellwood, the actor portraying Sasha. “[It is 


so] relevant today, that I think it’s important to 
show people, high schoolers especially. Like, 
‘hey, you’re not the only one, we get it, we get 
what you're going through.’ I think everyone 
can relate to being an outsider, to not fitting in, 
to feeling like there's more to you than what 
other people see. And so that's what I hope to 
bring to Sasha – a sense that it’s OK to break 
out of the mold that people see you in, even a 
sense that it’s OK to fit several molds.” 

Following the storylines of a jock; an 
artsy, Middle Eastern girl; and a gay, La- 
tino, creative type, the idea of fitting several 
molds has never been clearer. Khan express- 
es a similar interest to portray that diversity 
positively. “My hope is that viewers appreci- 
ate the diversity of the characters in terms 
of their background culturally, economically, 
etc., and how they see each other beyond all 
of the labels that we put on each other,” she 
says. “The relationships between the charac- 
ters may be over the top, and yet you can still 
find yourself relating to them.” 

The messages of the film have even been 
able to resonate with the cast’s personal lives. 
Khan especially relates to her character. “My 
best friend growing up was reminiscent of 
Rene in so many ways, and we would spend 
hours at Barnes & Noble pouring through 
high-fashion magazines and art books while 
drinking cappuccinos. We fell in love with the 
same guys, and he would never cease to make 
me laugh hysterically when I needed my spir- 
its lifted. The point is — we felt really loved by 
each other, and we had very different roles in 
high school (we went to different schools). I 
was bullied and made fun of while he was voted 
Most Popular or something along those lines. I 
want this film to show that it is okay to be በጅ 
ferent and that diversity should be celebrated!” 

To donate to the Kickstarter fund, go to 
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/jwilk- 
er/death-to-prom. O 
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Ear * Drink * SuPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 
THE MOST EXCITING WINE EVENT IN MINNEAPOLIS! 


2012 5.፡:56- | Theyre coming to Saint Paul. 
INE There goes the neighborhood. -| 
TASTING oe oes 


THurspay, May 10 * 5-8 p.m. 
አ|(ር6ዚዩ፣ ISLAND PAVILION 


BROUGHT TO You BY East SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
AN ARRAY OF 200 FINE WINES 
FAMOUS EASTSIDE CUISINE 
SILENT AUCTION 
CIGAR TENT * BEER TENT * Music 


SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY Fop 


$45 / TICKET IN ADVANCE 


YEARS! 


$50 /TICKET AT DOOR (ዘዝ NUMBER) 


TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT SURDYK’S, 
River Liquor Srong, Sentyrz AND ESNS 
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT East Sipe NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
For TICKETS VISIT ESNS.ORG/EASTSIDEWINETASTING 
or cau 612.781.6011 


ClearWay Minnesota Seeks 
Board Candidates 


ClearWay  Minnesota™ is seeking 
candidates for our Board of Directors. The 
ClearWay Minnesota Board oversees 
operations of an independent, nonprofit 
organization that works to eliminate the 


harm tobacco causes the people of PRE-SHOW RECEPTION 


Minnesota. ClearWay Minnesota's work ' ү E ' 

encompasses cessation services, public 6:30pm in the cM. 
policy activities, research, media campaigns ©” 4 Showtime: 7:30pm ^ .._ 
and community outreach. ። ነ SHOW & PARTY: $50 p 


Board terms are three years. Board - -includes all fees! = 
Members serve without compensation. | 


Please submit applications and resume to : ч. Use Promocode: LNTFAMILY Ў á 
Amy Henderson at ClearWay Minnesota E CA to unlock the discount online h Cus 
by May 11. COE pA TANE oL p ያ 

- : Offer subject to availability. Not va 
Qualified candidates must have: pe — : other offers or previously purchased tickets. 


Ee ay L “ቁ 


Expertise in areas related to Board E c a — ወ E P= SS 
governance fc C4 - .. з. ህ z 


No affiliation with Clear Way i» 
Minnesota grantees or contractors 


No affiliation with the tobacco 
industry or related trade associations PERFORMANCE DATES MAY 8-20 


within the last 10 years ordway.org | 651.224.4222 Q » DWAY 


For an application visit our website GROUPS (10+): 651.282.3111 | ordway.org/groups Joy. Centerstage. 


www.clearwaymn.org/board The Ordway is a nonprofit charitable organization. 
or email ahenderson@clearwaymn.org. 
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Patrick D. Kennedy (Pugsley), Pippa Pearthree (Grandma), Sara Gettelfinger (Morticia), Douglas Sills (Gomez), Tom Corbeil (Lurch), Cortney Wolfson (Wednesday) and Blake Hammond (Uncle Fester) 


REVIEW | John Townsend 
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Addams Family Values And What's Normal? 


Revamped Broadway Musical Casts A New Spell in National Tour 


YOU MAY know The Addams Family 
musical from its popular Broadway run but 
the national tour has made major revisions 
that have reportedly improved the show 
significantly. In a highly unusual action, the 
original creative team actually came back to 
make those revisions, rather than some cor- 
porate committee. That said, many theater 
artists think that this is the way plays and 


musicals should be developed in the first 
place - a developmental process that takes 
the time it needs rather than rushed into 
an engagement prematurely. 

Some of composer/lyricist Andrew Lip- 
pa's original songs were cut and three new 
ones added. The script's plot, co-written by 
Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice, has been 
tightened, so the characters' motivations are 


clearer. New York stage aficionadoes will like 
that Jerry Zaks has directed the tour and 
that Pippa Pearthree, who wowed us at the 
Public Theater in the '80s with Aunt Dan and 
Lemon, plays Grandma. 

The musical's characters are of course, 
unconventional to say the least. The Addams 
Family tradition began with Charles Ad- 
dams's cartoons in the New Yorker maga- 
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'ester) in THE ADDAMS FAMILY. (Photos by Jeremy Daniel) 


zine in the 1930s and the captions essentially 
evolved into television scripts for the popular 
mid-1960s television series. The gloomy Ad- 
dams mansion is home to a family and their 
servants who seemed to have stepped out 
of a 305 horror film. Though Gomez and 
Morticia, their daughter Wednesday, Uncle 
Fester, manservant Lurch and the rest might 
send chills down some spines, they are actu- 
ally more human and hospitable than some 
of their supposedly ‘normal’ visitors. Herein 
lies the engine of Addams Family humor. 
Brian Justin Crum who plays Lucas, the 


Cortney Wolfson (Wednesday) and Patrick D. Kennedy 
(Pugsley) (Above). Sara Gettelfinger (Morticia) and 
Company in THE ADDAMS FAMILY. 


‘normal’ young man who Wednesday falls in 
love with says the folks on tour use the catch- 
phrase: ‘define normal’. This aligns with 
Broadway’s interest over the past decade to 
question what we think of as normal and ab- 
normal in other musicals as well, like Wicked 
and Avenue Q. 

Crum, known for his boy-next-door por- 
trayals and beach boy looks, says “Lucas 
comes to terms with the fact that he doesn’t 
have to follow his parents’ path. He can make 
his own way and do his own thing and love 
the girl that he loves, even if his parents 
don’t necessarily approve in the beginning. 
He’s a Midwestern boy with two parents that 
are upper-middle-class and ‘normal’. She’s 
a stay-at-home mom and they want him to 
marry a nice pretty girl from Ohio. And he 
shows them this dark girl who lives in New 
York City with these really kooky parents. So 
he kind of forces them to see that: ‘No! This 
is my time! My decision.’ And he gets to fol- 
low his heart. It’s about turning against what 
you're supposed to as the norm.” 

Blake Hammond who plays Uncle Fester 
wasn't able to see the show on Broadway 
because he himself was on Broadway per- 
forming at the same show times in Sister Act. 


So Hammond looked to the original cartoons 
for inspiration. He shares, "There is a lot of 
whimsical movement in those characters in 
the cartoon. They're just not stagnant draw- 
ings. Most of the time, when you see Fester 
in a drawing, he doesn't use his arms a whole 
lot unless he's sort of in the air somehow. So I 
take him as his arms are always pretty much 
by his side, and I like that because it sort of 
makes me different from anyone else in the 
show. I’m not married to it. I have to gesture 
sometime certainly. When he’s standing still 
I try to make him stand completely still, ex- 
cept for the facial.” 

Hammond also draws from his childhood 
to connect with the piece emotionally. He 
says he grew up “in a conventional house- 
hold by all appearances, but completely 
crazy inside, but in a great way, in a loving 
way. But I never felt like I completely fit in. 
Of course, that’s sort of given when you're 12 
or 13 years old and you start realizing you’re 
gay.” Hammond says he’s come to believe 
that ‘normal is in the eye of the beholder.” 

Something that seems automatically ab- 
normal to most Western minds is the con- 
cept of ancestors as anything other than 
something fictional, relegated to thrillers and 
Non-Western belief systems. But not so for 
The Addamses. Spirits are part of reality. To 
support this, Alexandra Matteo, the Assistant 
Dance Captain and understudy for Wednes- 
day, helps to make sure the cast crisply 
maintains Sergio Trujillo's (Jersey Boys, Next 
to Normal, Memphis) choreography. She de- 
scribes the movement as "very sharp and 
angular, very rigid, especially for The Ances- 
tors, who are the ensemble, because they are 
all dead ancestors of the family past. Lots of 
hinge-ing, some might say awkward move- 
ment. But it looks really, really cool. It's a 
little quirky like I think The Addams Family 
should be." 

Regarding the heart within choreogra- 
phy, Matteo points out *even though these 
are 'darker' people, in essence, they're still 
people. They're still human and they still 
have feelings and emotions and are deal- 
ing with very real things." In other words, 
you could say, they're normal. O 


The Addams Family, The Broadway Musical 
May 8-20 

Ordway Center, 345 Washington St., St. Paul 
(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 
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SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Are You Now Or Have You Ever Been... Photo courtesy of Carlyle Brown & Company 


Are You Now Or Have You Ever Been... 
Through May 20 

Guthrie's Dowling Studio, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

When we think of the victims of the McCarthy Era, they tend to be white or Jewish. But African- 
American writer-across-the-genres, Langston Hughes, was also targeted. Like many of his fellow 
targets, he was an artist, and right wingers, religious zealots, and fascists are very savvy about the 
power of art in deconstructing myths that authoritarians want kept intact. Artistic expression must 
be limited because it is often layered, complex, nonlinear and innovative. Recall that in the late 1980s 
and early '90s it was the ultraneocon GOP Senator Jesse Helms who declared ‘Culture War’ on what 
he saw as an overly permissive National Endowment For The Arts (NEA). (Homophobia, by the 
way, was intrinsic to that. In service of the conservative slur, ‘commie-pinko-fag.’) 

Indeed, 40 years after McCarthyism proper, Helms and his ilk were still derisively bouncing the 
terms ‘communist’, ‘socialist’, ‘collectivist’, and ‘Marxist’ to define whatever idea/concept they might 
threatened by, whether those terms applied or not. (And likely they did not.) The same stigmatiz- 
ing terminology is tossed around daily by Republican demagogues like Rush Limbaugh, Congress- 
man Allen West (an African-American), Sean Hannity, and hundreds of right wing radio shock jocks 
who outnumber their American airwaves left wing counterpoints ten to one. Such terms automati- 
cally massively demonize unless the public is informed, educated, and dis-indoctrinated otherwise. 
Moreover, recall that Hughes was a black man in the '50s when ‘negro’ was the operative defining 
term and could be even more deeply marginalized by McCarthyistic terminology than his white and 
Jewish co-targets. 

Playwright Carlyle Brown has focused his speculative drama on Hughes's natural way of express- 
ing who he was as a black man who resisted commercial servitude to white hegemony's comfort 
zone. He says, "I see him as my predecessor who has left a legacy of literary and social activism that 
is synonymous with the history of African-American literature. His legacy reminds me of my pur- 
pose and encourages me to focus on my own place in the literary lineage that he and other African- 
American writers have forged for us." 

The workshop production of Are You Now... at Pillsbury House in '08 was a knockout, but now that 
it's getting staged at Dowling Studio by the same director, Noel Raymond, it's apt to be even better given 
more rehearsal time and designers for set, costumes, lighting, sound and props. Gavin Lawrence reprises 
his powerhouse lead performance along with some of the same great House UnAmerican Activities Com- 


mittee (HUAC) performances from before. John 
Middleton of the original staging and newcomer 
Matt Rein will play Roy Cohn and David Schine, 
two notorious Jewish closet case consultants who 
cravenly capitalized on the McCarthy madness. 
'Though Brown doesn't go there, some say that 
Hughes was gay or bisexual. 

Raymond shares "overall the universality 
of the play is to me in the politics of extremes 
-the need to vilify opposing viewpoints and label 
them 'anti-American' to maintain and build pow- 
er and control. Then there is race, which is an 
undercurrent that fuels hate and fear and inten- 
sifies the need to keep control. And art which is 
so much about revealing the multifaceted nature 
ofour existence and interactions and subverting 
or at least deconstructing widely accepted but 
narrowly defined version of 'truth' - something 
that can't be tolerated by people or groups work- 
ing to maintain and amass power." 


Faith: A Dance for Life. Photo courtesy of Ballet of the Dolls 


Faith: A Dance for Life 
Fri., May 4 at 7:30pm 
Ordway McKnight Theatre, 345 Washing- 
ton St., St. Paul 
(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 

Myron Johnson of Ballet of the Dolls por- 
trays a life-or-death situation in a new piece 
inspired by a piece from two decades ago. He 
calls it “a very twisted ballet exploring a man 
on the brink of a change in his life, a death, a 
crossroads, a beginning, or all of the above. 
Seen through my disturbed imagination, I 
perceive my brain to be a combination of John 
Waters, Federico Fellini, Cecil B. DeMille, Bob 
Fosse and a bit of Laurie Anderson. It doesn’t 
matter the story or the subject, it will always 
have a Dolls esthetic because it comes from 
my experiences. I see the world every day with 
Joan Crawford, Bette Davis, Fred Astaire, Liza 
and Judy and many others like them still walk- 
ing around with me at my side. My life is full 
and very kitschy. This piece is very deep at 
times, very shallow at others, but always real 
to me.” -ጭ- 
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Joy. Centerstage. 


presents 
Adda. 
Family 
May 10 e 7:30 PM 
Reception: 6:30 PM 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
345 Washington St., St. Paul 


Tickets: www.ordway.org 


Closes in Three Weeks! 


Presented by REGIS SALONS 


DATE NIGHT DEAL! 
А >ኾ 2 dinner/show tickets 599 
A Non Jo ae West Thru Мау 24 • Tue-Thu eve only f 
mai | ክረ ее еге, Promo Code: DATE + Call for details. 
ASK аро : 
түй Media DINNER Sen 952-934-1525 


MI x Sponsors 
andBéBox | ea (ከ0855 800-362-3515 
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Forces of Nature 


Friday-Saturday, Мау 11-12, 8pm 


Ritz Theater 345 13m AVENUE NORTHEAST, MINNEAPOLIS 


Under the direction of Bob Schlidt, OutLoud! returns to the intimate Ritz 
Theater in a concert that explores the four elements as forces of nature: 
earth (/ Feel the Earth Move), air (Dust in the Wind), fire (Great Balls of 
Fire), and water (Bridge Over Troubled Water). 


GENERAL ADMISSION: $29 


RESERVED CABARET TABLES FOR FOUR: $168 
INCLUDES A BOTTLE OF WINE OR NON-ALCOHOLIC EQUIVALENT 


Tickers: ritzdolls.com or 612-436-1129 
CHORUS: 612-339-7664 ок tcgmc.org. E3 3 You 


SPOTLIGHT 


The Golden Ass 

Through May 20 

Nimbus Theatre, 1517 Central Av. NE, Mpls. 
(651) 548-1380 

www.nimbustheatre.com 

The second-century collection of magical 
tales by Apuleius, also titled Metamorphoses (not 
to be confused with Ovid's), has been adapted for 
stage by Liz Neerland who has a strong affinity 
with classic literature. She knows how to theatri- 
calize big, heady ideas. But don't worry, it won't 
be in the original's language, Latin. 

Neerland says she was drawn to the book 
because "first, the stories themselves seemed so 
theatrical, and second, that despite its influence 
on so many things, it is relatively unknown. I love 
good source material that I can really dig my 
hands into, and The Golden Ass provided a great 
opportunity. The book is known for being bawdy 
and hilarious and telling stories about regular 
people. In our version, eunuchs become drag 
queens, and the Farmer and His Wife become 
the Farmer and Her Wife, and the Story of the 
Two Cooks has moments of Kabuki.” 


Steampunk Delusions. Photo by Steve Schroer & Ryan Ripley 


Steampunk Delusions 

Through May 12 

Open Eye Theatre, 506 E. 24th St., Mpls. 
(612) 581-2229 
www.hardcovertheater.org 

Two reflections of 19th century scientific 
imagination's 'Steampunk Era' spark this new 
stage invention. Steve Schroer, an inspired adap- 
tor and director of literary works for stage, says 
of FitzJames O'Brian's 1858 story, The Dia- 
mond Lens: A Microscopic Fantasy of Love & Mur- 
der, the fantastic elements arise out of imagining 
what machines might some day be able to do. A 
microscope serves as a portal to another world. 
Reminds me of Arthur C. Clarke's dictum that 
any sufficiently advanced technology is indistin- 
guishable from magic." 

Co-creators Adrienne English and Joshua 
Scrimshaw invent a silent comedy melodrama, 
To Mars With Tesla; or The Interplanetary Machi- 
nations of Evil Thomas Edison. Scrimshaw says 
"our show starts out with the historically accu- 
rate conflict between (Nikolai) Tesla and Edison 
over alternating and direct current systems. Edi- 
son did try alot of desperate and dirty tricks to 
discredit alternating current, including financial- 


ly backing the invention of the electric chair to show alternating current's dangers. The show takes 
a fantastical turn and the rivalry between Tesla and Edison leads them to encounters with Pierre and 
Marie Curie, not to mention the King and Queen of Mars!" 


ህህ) Ame OG 


Time Stands Still. Photo courtesy of the Guthrie Theater 


Time Stands Still 

Through May 20 

Guthrie Proscenium Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

(1) Re-assess and then re-navigate your life at midlife or stay on the same course? (2) How can 
Americans rationalize turning their backs on suffering throughout the world when we are suppos- 
edly the only superpower? These two profound questions permeate the discussion playwright Don- 
ald Margulies offers in this engaging comedy-drama. 

James (Bill McCallum), a journalist, and Sarah (Sarah Agnew), a photographer, have been to- 
gether and covered global hot spots since they were young adults. Adrenaline, curiosity, courage, 
and spartan staminas have long served their on-the-go lifestyles. But when Sarah is severely injured 
by a roadside bomb in Iraq, the nonmarried but committed couple re-examines their lives in a New 
York flat while she convalesces. 

When publisher and longtime friend, Richard (Mark Benninghofen) arrives with his classically 
beautiful, much younger fiance, Mandy (Valeri Mudek), Sarah and James chalk up the intergenera- 
tional relationship as a symptom of Richard's midlife crisis. But are they being unfairly judgemental 
about intergenerational love relationships? 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Margulies has us reconsider social judgements toward such relationships, 
especially when the man is much older than the woman. That said, he also thoughtfully considers 
that there can be drawbacks to such pairings. 

Unfortunately, thoughtfulness deflates when he weighs Mandy's apoliticism against Sarah's con- 
sciousness, and makes them seem co-equal in value with Mandy actually getting the benefit of the doubt. 
Sarah is written at a pitch between irritable and irate. Mandy, angelic and unquestioning. It's a bit galling. 

Mandy emotes and minimizes "There's so much beauty in the world. But you only see misery. 
Both of you." So take that into consideration when you read Margulies's rather pompous notes from 
his This Be Art reprinted in the program. Ironically, the program includes fine comments by Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Chris Hedges, whose life itself answers Mandy's mawkish query. 

On the plus side, James and Sarah wrestle with the problem of loving one another while hav- 
ing grown apart in ways that are just surfacing. In our time when people are living longer, more 
middle agers, realizing they may well have 30 or 40 years left ahead of them, are opting for separa- 
tion. Can James and Sarah discover a new mutual path as they now go into their middle years? This 
is the area where Margulies does well, and on this point his play is timely. 

Director Joe Dowling's cast plays their roles with natural ease, finding nuance and humor. One 
problem: Agnew's injury makeup application stays the same throughout, despite the fact that the ac- 
tion occurs over several months. In reality there would have been some healing. L1 
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‹ LA ጻ ዒረ TOES 
By ENRIQUE URUETA Relax. E FREE! 


Directed by MARK VALDEZ We've got your bath. | Vanity/ Ton) 
No Money Down, | 2//%.2267/(7/5 
No Payments 8 
No Interest for 
и ያያ One Year! 
Outrageously funny иш 5222222123 


— Star Tribune ~4-800-Bathtub (1 


201112 === 


“Not redeemable for cash; Coupon good for a complete Re Bath system опу. 
Nt valid with any other offers. Valid опу at the time of first appointment 
Exp. 07-31-12. Sce restrictions may apply. See consultant for details. (300) 228-4882. 


REVOLUTIONIZING 


"е: ее 


ТНЕАТКЕ 


1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


Locally owned and operated! * License #062249PM 


CRAVE PRESENTS 


THE MINNESOTA AFFILIATE O 
SUSAN G. KOMEN FOR THE CURE® 


CRAVE - MINNEAPOLIS 
FRIDAY, MAY 11° 7PM 
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Your connection to GLBT... b t 


| r a 
QJ News QP Events QP Drawings 
Sign up today! 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com and look for the E-Newsletter sign up at the top of our website. 


RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 


Wainwrights wry humor and 
| elegant song-craft get a fresh 
| coat of paint via producer Mark 
F (1. Ronson, who gives these 12 
| | tracks a warm, analog vibe that 
wouldn't have been out of place on a renegade 
= rock album from the 1970s by Randy Newman or 
Lou Reed, all the way down to the chorus of female 
backup singers. Yet it is his increased maturity that 
draws the listener through the album, from leaving 
dreams of stardom behind (the title track) to songs 
about his late mother (“Candles”) to a look at how 
his infant daughter, Viva, will experience the lives 


“Mrs. Smith takes it to a level that is  ታ”›ታ>፡ d NU ае 
GENUINELY BRE ATHT. AKING!” sister መ. help, but this is Rufus’ triumph. 


MADONNA 


— 


It's hard to get down on 
someone who has such a 
(| long, innovative career, but 

፦ Madonna is in a deep musical 

rut on MDNA. After spending 

much of her career on the leading edge of dance 
and pop music, she sounds woefully behind the 
curve, right down to aping spiritual descendants 
like Lady Gaga. The Egg isn't here, but the likes 
of Nicki Minaj, M.I.A. and (God no) LMFAO are 
in the house. While her natural talent keeps it 
all together better than say Minaj, it's not much 
better than most of the current crop. Sure there 
are songs that will probably pack a dance floor, but 
Madonna's best songs have always had a bigger 
life than that, and I don't hear that here. 


CHASTITY BROWN 


The Minnesotan-by-way-of- 
Tennessee singer-songwriter 
returns with her fourth release, 
» a strong set of driving, soulful 
tunes that evoke locations of 
the title, be they in the deep-South or the heart 
of the Midwest. Brown works with a wide pallet 
of musical influences, producing songs that 
sound instantly modern and timeless at the same 
moment. Brown traveled back to her home state 
to make the album and that only seems to have 
intensified her already rock-solid self-confidence. 
After all, it takes a lot to honestly put yourself 
out there for the world to see, and songs like the 
album opener “House Been Burnin” or middle- 
album standout "Leroy" find Brown bringing us 
into her world. The music evokes everything from 
down-home soul to modern country, all presented 
with aplomb. 


~ NICKI MINAJ 


Minaj's second set is as 
confused as the title, which 

}, evokes both Minaj's first album 
and her main alter ego. The 

special edition features more than 20 songs, but 

whatever the set, the album is in desperate need 

of a trim. Minaj has the swagger and attitude to 

make it in today's pop world, and she occasionally 

shows some musical smarts, but the guest artists 

eventually overwhelm whatever personality (or 


NONES МОК 
gm SN 


in association with 
THE SISTERS BOIL presents 


personalities as it were) she brings to the table. 

It doesn't help that it opens with the absolutely 
putrid *Roman Holiday," which manages to induce 
a headache in just a few minutes. The space-age 


1 ፦ У 2 Ly 2 6 ው ብ ጋ beats help to pump up a few of the tracks that 
ic mE ፎም follow, while the bright pop of "Starships" is a bit 


better. 


BRYANT LAKE BOWL вто WEST LAKE ST. MPLS 
ጄ — ——— G— 3n c£] 
612.825.8949 bryantlakebowl.com 
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LABS WINGS БЕЛИЛ УА 


Our 5 


Mintáhoe 


M 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 


1 1 TM 1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
simpLy Beyond the ordinary. E eee ы 
“አቋ” “ወ 5 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press $2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 4 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS x 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` 
West S 5 у ST. P, 5 y | 
For Reservations сай 6512289300 on Monday & Tuesdays! f 
or visit www.opentable.com licable di С Energy Cén Ben " 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com = “መ u A ያ ዣ o 


Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


» 
(closettolthePxcellisnergyieentert&nnelTordvvayaM sw Ww -burgermoes.com| 
гаете БОЕ VINIS5102.| 65122213100) 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


Roadtrip Favorites 


I'm a top-down kind of girl. When the weather heats 
up, I get kind of itchy to hit that open road, preferably 
in a convertible. We're blessed with gorgeous roadside 
scenery in this state. The problem is rolling into an un- 
known town and trying to find a bite to eat. Here area 
few of my favorite places to step off the road and savor 
the flavors of our favorite, most fleeting season. 


Grand Rapids was born a small logging town, but it may be better 
known to our community as the place where little Frances Gumm was 
born. Baby girl would grow up to be better known as Judy Garland. 
At the edge of town sits the Judy Garland museum, where guests can 
wander through the house where she lived (for her first four years). 
'The house had once been in the middle of town, but has since been 
moved to the outskirts and right next to the Sawmill Inn, one ofthe few 
family-owned hotels that still exists, it seems. The chainsaw-carved 
Viking greets you in the lobby when checking in. The best place in 
town for dinner is just off that lobby in the Cedars Dining Room. 
The room that time forgot is wood-flanked with a small fireplace in 
the center. Abandon all diets here. The dish to order is the exquisite 
prime rib. Crusty, beautifully seasoned on the outside and blushing, 
juicy-tender in the center. The meal is served with a light-as-air pop- 
over, full of chewy, egg-custard flavor. There is an abundant choice 
of sides - the au gratin potatoes, cheese-laden hash browns under a 
satisfying crust — but the wild rice is like none other. 

The twisting, hilly roads leading from the Cities down to Red 
Wing are stunning, lush, and full of a hundred different shades of 
vibrant green. Do a little shopping for their world famous pottery 
or boots. Red Wing wares are made to last for generations, and a 
lot already have. When it's time to grab a bite to eat, duck over the 


Going to see where Dorothy was born? Stop in at the Sawmill Inn in Grand Rapids. 
Photo by Andy Lien 


river and settle into the patio at the Harbor Bar Restaurant and 
Marina. If you're lucky, there might even be a hammock with space 
to settle back into. They key to coming here is to take a deep breath 
and let go of illusions of anything happening quickly. The best dishes 
here come directly from the giant, black grill, manned by a gentle- 
man that looks like he might have been working this pit for years. 
'The food is authentic Caribbean, with a killer Jamaican Jerk sauce. 
The Jerk chicken is a perfect dish for backyard eating, with your toes 
dug into the grass. Sip a Red Stripe, or channel a little Jimmy Buffet 
with a margarita. Watch the river boats dock and depart, there's no 
reason to rush this sort of summer moment. 

A straight shot up Interstate 35 from the metro area will bring you 
to the shores of Lake Superior quickly, but it’s much more fun to me- 
ander up on the Wisconsin 35 side. Roll in through the blue-collar West 
Side, drive the twisty Skyline Parkway and carefully eye the breathtak- 
ing vistas (don't take those eyes off that road for too long). Any sum- 
mer weekend with a little sunshine is a great time to visit Duluth, with 
their vibrant local arts and music scene. Fitger's Brewhouse, Cahoots 
and Sir Benedict's are great spots for easy music most nights. 

For roadtrip meals, avoid the tourist traps in Canal Park or the 
forever-line wait at the New Scenic Café and try the Duluth Grill in 
West Duluth. On the surface it might appear like your average family 
run diner, but upon closer inspection, you'll find a menu full of lo- 
cally sourced ingredients. Some are so local that they've come from 
the garden outside. The corned beef hash is a massive take оп > 


Continued on page 34 
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Wine bar f саса ы 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM [ ረ 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES \ 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
- FAB 50 AWARDS!| 


11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


WML, | Nill 
Ones AEF >D 
Ve as NUES: 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
.. wilderoastcafe.com 


ክችች 2 
|GROCERS ከ፪ 


My MS de AY а 
Join us for our 4^ Annual Plant & Garden 5 
Saturday, May 19 - 10 A.M. -4P.M. 
South Parking Lot 
FEATURING: 
Organic starter plants from Gardens of Eagan 
Organic compost from Cowsmo'5 Compost 
Gardens of Eagan blend potting soil 
Shred-it! will be here from 10:00 A.M.-Noon to shred documents* 


More gardening supplies inside the store 


*Limit: 2 boxes/household 
THE 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 
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Follow/us 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


SA Now Open 8am - midnight! 


ጋሉ 
ን (blackbird (QS) ) 


3800 Nicollet Ave * 612.823.4790 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 

Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 
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A hairy-chested, brutish Viking greets visitors in the lobby of the Sawmill Inn. Photo by Andy Lien 


the classic, all homemade and topped with 
eggs that come from happy chickens. For 
vegetarians, the wild rice melt is gooey, 
hearty and all that there is to love about 
a sandwich. The extensive menu also has 
plenty of other veggie and gluten -free op- 
tions. And if you're feeling fancy – why not 
try the duck confit? What other diner of 
fers that? Your coffee cup will never reach 
empty, as the staff is full of people who have 
worked here since the beginning. There’s 
no question that each of them honestly 
cares that you enjoy your dining experi- 
ence. 


www.sawmillinn.com 
www.exploreminnesota.com 
www.redwing.org 

www. visitduluth.com 
www.duluthgrill.com 


The Duluth Grill's homey exterior (above, opposite) and 
gooey Wild Rice Melt with fries (above). Photos by Joy 
Summers 


c 
NEWSY 


BITS 


Mona is now open! Owner Lisa 
Carlson, who has worked in 

such storied kitchens as Aqua- 

vit, L'Atelier de Joel Robuchon 

in New York, and Corner Table 
locally, now owns her own place. 
Located on the first floor of the 
Accenture building, the space has 
been transformed into a sleek sup- 
per club sort of place. The food is 
locally focused, but not exclusively 
So. The kitchen is open and there 
will be plenty of patio seating soon. 
Open for lunch and dinner. 


New food trucks are on the way. 
There is plenty of room on the 
streets for more tasty eats and my 
favorite summer trend continues to 
grow. The VW mini bus that Ngon 


Bistro is pulling together is almost 
ready to make a debut. Bloomy's 
Roast Beef just hit the streets last 
weekend and will start out in St. 
Paul. Check back next issue for 
more information! 


Blue Door Pub continues their 
expansion plans. Construction has 
already begun on their new Long- 
fellow neighborhood spot. Last 
week they found out that they have 
been approved for a wine and beer 
liquor license. In addition to get- 
ting a little Minneapolis Blucy fix, 
fans can still sip the fantastic beer 
selection like the one they boast at 
the teensy original location in St. 
Paul. | can't wait to see this great 
neighborhood get another dining 
destination. 


THE MàNfy Meese 


All Non Smoking - Pet Friendly 


202 1st Avenue East, Grand Marais, MN 


1-800-796-2975 
www.MangyMooseMotel.com 


Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


Check out our 


Weekday 
Jakeenos.com 
Lunch & Dinner 


One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 - www.marlascuisine.com 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Aging isn't easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
I [Home 


In Home Care & Assistance 


| ቺ Buffalo 
Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 

St. Paul 

Woodbury 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 
animal humane society (763) 522-4325 


Daue's LENNI 


Heating & Air Conditioning 


With weather in Minnesota, you just 
never know... whether it’s -30° in July 
or 120° in December, we've got the 
services you need. 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 


Reliable - Friendly 
Professional 
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Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
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Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 
270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 
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— >_> VACATIONLAND P. 


One of the best parts of vacation is finding the perfect place to relax and unwind 
at the end of the day. Members of the GLBT community deserve establishments that 
support and welcome the GLBT community all while providing a comfortable and 
charming retreat. Minnesota and Wisconsin offer some of the best bed and break- 
fasts that are tailored to the community and are bound to impress guests more than 
a traditional chain hotel. Here are some top-notch GLBT-owned establishments that 


welcome guests from all walks of life. 


3078970560] 
BACOLI BLUG 
BED а 809029039980 


Establishment: American Eagle Bluff Bed and Breakfast 
Read's Landing, MN 

Price: $175 per night in peak season (additional 

nights are $150) 

Breakfast included: yes 

Pets allowed: no 

Other: no kids, no smoking 


If you're looking for a complete escape, American Eagle 
Bluff Bed and Breakfast offers the ultimate sanctuary. Located 
on top of its own bluff in Read's Landing, MN, this 40-acre re- 
treat overlooks both the Mississippi and Chippewa River Val- 
leys. With its awe-inspiring views and complete solitude, gay 
owners Perry Juenemann and Raynard Peterson describe the 
place as "the perfect place to paint a painting, or write a story 
or a book." 


For more information, 


Before opening American Eagle Bluff B&B, Raynard and 
Perry worked for eight years to restore the 1870s red brick 
farmhouse. The inn opened in 2010, with its first guests being a 
gay couple from Minneapolis. 

Surrounded by an orchard which offers a multitude of 
fruits, the inn is completely isolated and private. Perry notes, 
*we don't even stay on the acreage—we are down on the main 
road." The couple drives guests up to the inn and returns in the 
morning to fix a complete country breakfast. 

Perry says their inn “doesn’t look like your typical bed and 
breakfast." The establishment is decorated with modern art, 
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Raynard and Perry, American Eagle Bluff Bed and Breakfast. Photo by Andy Lien 


American Eagle Bluff 

is a private estate for 
your stay with sweeping 
vistas and heirloom 
landscaping. Perfect 
for rest, relaxation, and 
recreation. Photos by 
Andy Lien 
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Mandy and Colleen, Stone Mill Hotel and Suites. Photo by Andy Lien 


handmade rugs, and antiques which "give the home a modern and 
eclectic twist." Guests have their choice of two suites—the Chip- 
pewa Room or the Birch Room—both with private baths and out- 
standing views. 

While at American Eagle Bluff, guests can enjoy hiking out 
to an observation deck that overlooks Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota, going on river cruises, visiting jewelry and antique shops 
in the area, or golfing. Walking through the rose gardens and 
bird-watching also allow visitors to embrace the great outdoors. 
Guests can also relax in the inn's library, which offers a variety of 
books and magazines. 

When describing American Eagle Bluff, Perry says "it's like 
being up in heaven. 


STONE MEL 
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Establishment: Stone Mill Hotel and Suites 
Lanesboro, MN 

Price: $80-180, based on room and season 
Breakfast included: yes 

Pets allowed: no 


An old cold-storage building turned hotel, Stone 
Mill Hotel and Suites offers an historic, hometown 
environment in which to relax and revitalize. Lo- 
cated in Lanesboro, the establishment is currently 
owned and operated by Colleen Lamon and Mandy 
Smith. Each of the ten rooms and suites reflect the 
area's history and culture, with themed rooms like 
the Amish Room, the Egg Jacuzzi Suite, and the Bi- 
cycle Loft suite. 

Colleen describes the hotel as *a quaint lodging 
setting in a unique historic community, and my part- 
ner and I welcome everyone." She mentions that 
Lanesboro is extremely GLBT-friendly, saying that 
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Relax in the Day Spa and spend your night in the Egg Suite in an old Stone Mill. 
Photos courtesy of Stone Mill Hotel and Suites 


"this is one of the communities where you can hold hands and walk 
down the street and no one gives you a second look." 

The limestone building has an on-site day spa which offers a variety 
of massage services including couples massage. Guests can shop in 
local retail stores which sell a variety of handmade goods from local 
artisans. Colleen also encourages visitors to check out Scenic Valley 
Winery, which makes wines from locally grown fruits and veggies. 

Stone Mill offers access to informational tours that celebrate the 
history of Lanesboro. Tours of the local Amish communities and the 
Lanesboro Trolley Tours allow guests to learn more about the rich his- 
tory of Lanesboro. 

A variety of outdoor activities are available for more adventurous 
folk. Colleen notes that guests love the 60-mile paved Root River Bi- 
cycle Trail, which is considered "the Cadillac of trails." Guests can also 
enjoy water activities on the river. After a long day of outdoor activities, 
the Jacuzzi suites are perfect for a bit of romantic relaxation. 

An expanded continental breakfast is available in the morning, and 
Colleen notes that they "include as many local products as possible" on 
the spread. Local pastries, local milk, and eggs from the Amish com- 
munity make breakfast have a homegrown touch that reflects the ho- 
tel's conscious decision to support and embrace the community. 
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Establishment: Fillmore House Bed and Breakfast 
Lanesboro, MN 

Price: $100-170, depending on room and days 
Breakfast included: yes 

Pets allowed: no 


Built 100 years ago in Lanesboro, the Fillmore House Bed and 
Breakfast has changed hands countless times before finding the per- 
fect couple to own it. The establishment has what owners Brian Luna 
and his partner Bob call a “high-end, comfortable, more of a Victorian, 
antique feel." The couple bought the house five years ago, and they 
have transformed it into a three-rroom oasis complete with beautiful 
gardens and patios where guests can pass the time. Guests also enjoy 
private bathrooms and access to the house's library. 

Brian and Bob know how to provide a welcoming and relaxing en- 
vironment. Guests begin their stay with a cocktail hour between 3-6 
pm, complete with chilled champagne and stuffed strawberries. After 


Brian and Vivian, Fillmore House Bed and Breakfast. Photo by Andy Lien 
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GENTLEMEN, THIS IS VODKA. | 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
€2012 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


The Fillmore House's front porch charm in Lanesboro. Photos by Andy Lien 


A "Pop and Pop" Motel in Grand Marais. Photos courtesy of The Mangy Moose 
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a night on the town or a comfortable night in, visitors can retire to 
one of three rooms named after the couple's grandmothers and 
decorated to match their personalities. 

Along with all the outdoor activities Lanesboro has to offer, 
Brian suggests attending a show at the Commonweal Theater or 
taking an Amish tour, and he is more than happy to point guests in 
the direction of GLBT-owned shops downtown. 

Guests enjoy a three-course breakfast in the morning, includ- 
ing banana bread French toast with homemade caramel sauce 
and sausage. Brian says that "it's a breakfast that we try to make 
sure everyone has...it's our signature breakfast." Members of the 
GLBT community also receive a 10% discount off their stay. 


For more information, 


17005 MANGY 
WOOSE MOTEL 


Establishment: The Mangy Moose Motel 
Grand Marais, MN 

Price: $70-120, depending on room and season 
Breakfast included: no 

Pets allowed: yes, pets stay free 

Other: no smoking 


Opening its doors on May 1, The Mangy Moose 
Motel is now under gay ownership. Dave Rak and part- 
ner Don Bertolini can’t wait for guests to stay at the 
newly updated 10-room establishment. Dave says that 
"it's kind of one of those 1950s ‘mom and pop’ hotels, 
except now it's becoming a ‘pop and pop’ hotel." 

Each room has its own bathroom, and some 
rooms also have small kitchens. Guests can also 
make full use of the picnic tables and the outdoor 
patio area. Dave notes that “the rooms kind of have 
more of a Northwoods type of feel to it. And the ho- 
tel has, of course, moose pictures in it." 

'The Mangy Moose is located within two or three 
blocks of the main street in Grand Marais. Dave 


suggests heading in that direction to enjoy a variety of cute lo- 
cal shops, artist galleries, and bookstores. He also notes that "the 
whole area is GLBT-friendly," especially due to the amount of 
GLBT-friendly artists that have moved to the area over the past 
couple of decades. 

Dave also notes that there's never a dull moment in Grand 
Marais. Guests can enjoy the hiking trails nearby, especially in the 
Superior National Forest and on Pincushion Mountain. Other 10- 
cal activities include horseback riding, water activities on Lake Su- 
perior, biking, and camping. The Mangy Moose is a perfect stop 
for people going to and from the Boundary Waters, and Dave says 
that “sometimes people who are on their way up or on their way 
back will stop to shower before returning to civilization." 

Dave believes that the best part about The Mangy Moose is 
its location and the activity options available in the area. "What 
we love is that we are accessible to everything that's going on in 
Grand Marais, whether you like to get out and go hiking and have 
an active vacation, or if you want to be much more leisurely, you 
can come on up and hang out, and you can walk three blocks to do 
alittle shopping. It fits a variety of people." 


For more information, 
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Establishment: Northern Comfort Bed and Breakfast 
Embarrass, MN 

Price: $70-95 

Breakfast included: yes 

Pets allowed: yes 


Built in 1901, this Finnish log home is nestled on a 17-acre farm 
which offers peacefulness and serenity for its guests. With a tradi- 
tional wood-burning Finnish spa and plenty of beautiful grounds, 
this establishment is bound to be a favorite among people who 
need the ultimate retreat from the hustle and bustle of the cities. 
Owners Kathy Johnson and Pam Bennet hope that guests can re- 
lax and feel completely comfortable to be themselves on the farm. 
Pam attests, “it’s very peaceful and serene.” 

Guests are encouraged to explore all the additional historic 
buildings on the farm, including the couple’s craft and antique 
store, Homespun Acres. Featured in the store are Kathy’s home- 
made soaps and candles. Other local artisans contribute their 
wares as well. Also, a great deal of wildlife makes its way onto the 
homestead, making it a great place for nature-watching. Outdoor 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 
• Second Parent Adoptions * Domestic Partnerships 
• Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


3 - - 
Convenient Downtown 


Skyway level offices 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
EREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


Minnesuing magic - it’s all yours! 


First-time guests to Minnesuing are quickly awestruck at our alluring 
natural scenery, charming accommodations, endless activities and state 
of the art meeting rooms. But they really become astounded when they 
learn that they have the entire lodge. . .all to themselves! 


That's right. At Minnesuing Acres, unlike other executive retreat centers, 
we tailor our facilities to your specific needs, so you won't have to fight 
other groups for meeting rooms, guest rooms, dining services or 
activities. You'll have exclusive use of our grounds, and the undivided 
attention of our staff. Minnesuing is an experience that's just too good to 
share! Please join us soon — the pleasure will be all ours; the lodge. . .well 
that'll be all yours! 


Call Jim at 715-374-2262 or email jpolinsky@radisson.com to plan your 


exclusive getaway today. 
www.minnesuingacres.com 
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Old Bed and Breakfast on the Range. A comfy farmhouse and antique 
store at Kathy and Pam's place in Embarrass. Photos courtesy of 
Northern Comfort Bed and Breakfast 


activities such as hiking, biking, and snowmobiling all provide 
thrills for the outdoor adventure-seekers. 

The full gourmet breakfast is made by Kathy each morning, 
and Pam raves that Kathy is *an excellent cook." The couple also 
serves wine and cheese in the evening, and guests are encouraged 
to saunter into the smaller local towns for lunch and dinner. 

Several guests have made Northern Comfort their go-to bed 
and breakfast, and Kathy and Pam love seeing familiar faces. 
Pam also notes, "It's a cool experience. We can truly say that in 
the past four years we've been open, we haven't had any negative 
experiences at all." 

Pam says the best way to describe Northern Comfort is that it 
"feels like home, if home was a good place for you." 


For more information, 


A garden sanctuary with nearby antiques, ice cream, coffee, art, shopping, and sleeping in 


WOVE De VIELE 


Establishment: Hotel de Ville 
Alma, WI 

Price: $55-140, depending on room 
Breakfast included: no 

Pets allowed: yes 


Running a romantic hotel was always a dream for Dan 
Kordiak and Jeff Shilts. The couple spent several years 
remodeling and decorating three historic buildings to 
create an establishment that reflects the “romance of the 
South of France...without the attitude.” Dan continued 
building their legacy in Alma after Jeff’s death, and the 
hotel reflects Jeff's beautiful spirit. 

Hotel de Ville is a multi-building complex, complete 
with Fire and Ice (an ice cream and coffee shop), the Gyp- 
sy Wagon antique hotel, and a local bakery. Dan and Jeff 
worked tirelessly to restore the downtown area of Alma 
with their businesses, and local artisans are now drawn to 
the area due to the success of Hotel de Ville. 

Dan notes, ^We've had a very small gay following— 
almost nothing.” He hopes that the community will be 
drawn to his hotel due to the gardens and the unique 
decorating scheme Jeff created. “When we first opened, 
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we went to Wilde Roast to look at their 
decorating...and we said ‘like this, but a 
little more gay." 

Dan says the hotel “offers the nicest 
rooms in 100 miles,” and his returning 
visitors can attest to the beauty of the 
establishment. Beautiful gardens grace 
the grounds, complete with sculptures 
and surprises that make it “breathtaking 
at any time of year.” Suites are complete 
with kitchens, full bathrooms, oil paint- 
ings, and scenic views of the Mississippi 
River or the hotel’s Italianate gardens. 

If you decide to venture out of the 
beautiful property, Dan can point you to 
countless stores and attractions in histor- 
ic Alma. The community is very welcom- 
ing to GLBT people, and when the whole 
town showed up for Jeff's funeral, Dan 
knew that the Alma community was the 
perfect place to carry out Jeff’s legacy. He 
says, “There is no way anyone would be 
anything but welcoming, especially if you 
say you're staying at the Hotel de Ville." 

For more information, visit https:// 
sites.google.com/site/hoteldevillealma/ 
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Establishment: Belle Rive Bed and ከ 3 © = "m EZ aco 
Breakfast, Lanesboro, MN . а ШЕЙЛЕ IheMespedSeed 952-361-9954 


Price: $125-150 

Breakfast included: yes 

Pets allowed: no 

Other: no smoking, no children 


Award ይነ 

Formerly owned by partners Denny Winning Y 
and Rocky, Belle Rive is under new ው MNLA Certificate of Merit for , 6055 Hwy 212 
management. Though it is no longer oun Chaska 
GLBT-owned, the new owners are very а (Just 5 miles west of 
welcoming to the community. Owner "Business ofthe Year” ть M d S ed 7210728) 
Jim Martin says that the establishment em e Usar ሬ LOOK FOR THE 
offers "privacy, comfort, and charm" craftsmanship & Installation z by Mark&Kay Halla BIG RED BARN 
and that it is “designed for a couple to > Chanhassen Chamber ዘበ am Landscaping & Garden Center 952.361.9954 
have complete privacy." Belle Rive is yet asc сте Sign up for our E-Newsletter Open M-F 97, 
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"ROOTED IN INTEGRITY AND FOUNDED ON FAITH..." 
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by Andy Lien 


Buffalo Plaid 


The family cabin. Through blood and good relations, I am fortunate 
enough to have a cabin in the family. Built by my great grandparents in 
the 1950s on a small lake near Brainerd, the descendants share our inheri- 
tance between the great-grandparents’ three children, meaning the Liens 
get it every third week of the non-winter seasons. And, now that I can get 
wifi up there with my phone (I know...gasp...it’s sacrilege), I try to get up 


there as often as possible. 


I have memories both of time spent at the 
cabin as well as time spent roaming around 
the Brainerd Lakes area. We'd go see Paul 
Bunyan. We'd visit Deer Land. We'd romp 
around the best flea market I’ve ever been to 
that used to be held every weekend in Niss- 
wa. Grandma and Grandpa would always go 
and be looking for something...farm imple- 
ments, Skelly memorabilia, books. We'd 
have breakfast at Sportland or Ganley's. Of 
ten, there would be evening drives to Cross- 
lake or Gull Lake, many times finding a 


Supper Club for cocktails and dinner. I'd or- 
der orange roughy or shrimp and Grandpa 
would tell me Га grow monkey ears from 
eating the shrimp tails. So, Га eat more of 
them, hoping he was telling the truth. After- 
noons would be spent swimming, sometimes 
golfing. The cabin meant leisure and this 
was a Vacation Wonderland. Vacationland, 
even just for a weekend at a time. 

As Гуе gotten older and come up here 
either with friends, family, or alone, I've chal- 
lenged myself to find the places from my 


childhood memories. I was thrilled when 
I stumbled upon Howard's Barn, a place 
where my grandparents would golf. One 
year, I recall that because I didn't want to 
go golfing, they bought me a Tiger Beat 
magazine, instead. It was one afternoon, 
ages ago. To find it was more than a figment 
of my imagination last year by seeing it in 
person, I felt validated. So, I go exploring. I 
see if I can do like they did and I just start 
driving and see where I end up. Or, I have 
a planned route and make it happen. Both 
scenarios are equally satisfying. 

Recently, friend Aisha was up for a vis- 
it and we did a loop that took us over to 
Nisswa, up through Pequot Lakes, over to 
Breezy Point, up through Ideal Corners, 
and over to Crosslake...before coming 
back down to the cabin which is near Mer- 
rifield. Did you getthat? It's over, up, over, 
up, over, and down. Easy. 

It was an offday, which is something 
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I call the days when Vacationland isn't 
swarming with people. Offdays are not 
Saturdays. They're not Fridays or holidays, 
even. They're the midweek days or Sundays 
when everyone is heading back to the Cit- 
ies. Off-days are the best days to go adven- 
turing in Vacationland. 

Nisswa is a town that I lovingly remem- 
ber for its souvenir traps. Like a moth to a 
flame, I was drawn to them as a child-like 
my niece and nephew are drawn to them 
now. I swear, the Totem Pole on Main Street 
shines like a beacon to all children within a 
10-mile radius of Nisswa. It was-and is-full 
of a lot of novelty. Knowing exactly what's 
in there, I now choose to skip it unless I've 
got the kids with me. It used to be where I'd 
start, but now it's where I walk past with a 
smile on my lips. 

Instead of novelty, I start with Adiron- 
dack Coffee. That belies my age, for sure. 

Adirondack Coffee has a wonderful aes- 
thetic to it-well, it's an Adirondack aesthetic 
and they pull it off well with the furnishings 
and the construction materials. As we or- 
dered our coffee drinks, I scanned the bakery 
case and decided to get an almond-encrusted 
croissant. Their pastries are baked at Adiron- 
dack daily, which surprised me, and the crois- 
sant was delicious, which delighted me. 

Not only was it encrusted in almonds, but 
there was a channel of almond paste with- 
in. Lovely. Adirondack sells its own coffee, 
some of it named after local landmarks like 
*Hole In The Day Lake" which is located just 
outside of town. 

Adirondack is attached to a lovely store 


called Carriage House which was closed 
this off-day afternoon. Unfortunately. What 
once was a bastion of knick-knacks and 
Americana has matured into a gallery-style 
boutique. It is classy and sophisticated. I 
left a nose smudge on its closed door. 

Walking into Buffalo Plaid (named for the 
Woolrich wool pattern, I presume), I could see 
that it wasn't one of the usual stores on the 
street. Many of them are more pleasing to the 
feminine eye, this one was much more mas- 
culine. As the gentleman who was arranging 
items said, its merchandise is that of a more 
Craftsman style toward the front of the store... 
and more traditional toward the back. Yes, it 
would appear that way with its retro items that 
were both playful as well as substantial. What I 
couldn't help but think was how deliberate the 
staging was, that each vignette seemed care- 
fully collected and curated. I loved it. 

There were so many nice, classic items 
in Buffalo Plaid. None of them cried out 
“CABIN!” as so many of the other stores 
seem to stock and I appreciate that. There 
is still an air of whimsy without embracing 
the full-on kitsch. 

Next, Zaiser’s. This is the hit of the 
street. It’s the belle of the ball. When I was 
little, it was where we'd pop in and I'd hope 
to get snorkels or flippers or nets or other 
cheap fun toys. It might've even been some- 
thing of a hardware store, I can't recall. It 
certainly wasn't the Zaiser's that's there to- 
day. For the folks from the Cities, you could 
kind of compare it to a Patina or a Bibelot. 
Eclectic, hip, and good-looking. At the front, 
there are kitchen wares; both food and food 
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implements. Interspersed are some novelty 
items. All are higher-end, smart goods. 

Everything is appealing. There is a large 
toy area for kids, but I didn't go in the sec- 
tion or take any photos since I didn't have 
the kids with me. Also on the way toward 
the back of the store, there are shoes-both 
Keen active shoes and fancy dress shoes for 
women. The pair that Aisha picked up to ad- 
mire had a price tag of $220. I decided not to 
photograph any of those, either, since there 
weren't any there big enough for the drag 
queens and me. So, I play favorites. Instead, 
I went for the striking and funny items. The 
ones that made me smile. Gag gifts and jew- 
elry and canny decor, again...smart wares. 

As we left Zaiser's, we didn't realize that it 
was 3:57...three minutes before The Choco- 
late Ox closed that day. We waltzed in just in 
time-Shakira was blaring and the place was 
still packed with people getting their sugar on. 

Ilove me a candy store that looks like a 
candy store. Bright colors, big displays, tons 
of candy. A fudge counter, Jelly Belly Jelly 
Bean Bar, and baskets of bulk-The Choco- 
late Ox is a candy Mecca. And small. But, 
still. It’s packed. 

Noting the time, I marched back to the 
hand-dipped ice cream cone counter and 
tried to read the kinds of ice cream on the 
case through peoples’ hips. Not knowing 
what their specialty is, I asked. And, ГЇЇ tell 
you, the time to ask a disinterested teenager 
who's apathetic on a GOOD DAY is not 2 min- 
utes before closing. I got curt and cursory 
for responses. She sang along to the song 
when I thought she was answering +» 

Continued on page 48 
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my question. Don't worry; I’m not mad. I 
found out between verses that I could split 
my single scoop into two flavors and I chose 
from the descriptions that her deadpan face 
told me were written on the freezer case af- 
ter I figured out that maybe I shouldn't have 
asked her to rattle off the ingredients when 
they were so plainly written right there and 
she was so obviously singing along to a 
song. Whoa. Anyhow. So, I chose the White 
Swan with pistachio and white chocolate and 
the blueberry cheesecake. It was a happy 
ending. The ice cream was heavenly and 
cheap-only $3.00. And, she’s a lovely girl 
who'l grow up to marry rich. No worries. 

I found Aisha over by the chocolate. Atta 
girl. She ordered sea salt caramels and I 
got some Praline Nut fudge. The very nice 
salespeople behind the chocolate counter re- 
deemed my faith in young girls in the retail 
industry and, really, the world. They were 
helpful and pleasant, despite the fact that it 
was after closing time on one of the most 
idyllic days so far that season. 

Armed with ice cream and chocolates, we 
left Nisswa. Yes, there is so much more to it 
than this. But, this is what you get on a road- 
trip that is hand-picked by me on a random 
day in June. 

We raced up to Pequot Lakes and chose 
not to stop. I was itching to hit the open road 
and had used up all my will to shuffle for the 
day. Instead, the Pandora station was play- 
ing Moby, the top on the Jeep was back, and 
we had some exploring to do. 

And explore, we did. I drove “over” from 
Pequot Lakes to Breezy Point. Knowing that 
my favorite radio station, KLKS, comes out 
of Breezy Point and that many a timeshare is 
reserved there, I wanted to see what it was 
all about. We drove in and around the resort 
and saw what there was to see and headed 


back to our loop, not really over- or under- 
whelmed. It's one of those places that proba- 
bly attracts people based on what you would 
do while you're there rather than what you 
see when you drive around the grounds. If 
I were a tennis player or a golfer or a boater, 
I'm sure I would've been much more inter- 
ested. As it was, I was hungry. 

So, since we were dressed casually and 
it was a gorgeous day, I had The Wharf in 
Crosslake in mind for deck dining and boat 
watching. My family likes to go to The 
Wharf if and only if there is outdoor seating 
available. Inside, it's really quite dark. Not 
dark in a bad way, but the architecture does 
not leave much for natural light streaming in 
the windows. And, in Vacationland, windows 
and natural lighting are must-haves. Luck- 
ily, it was an off-day and, again, there was no 
mob scene to be found. We had our choice 
of almost any table on the lower deck and 
were able to situate ourselves for some good 
bar food and boat-viewing. 

Located near a bridge, the boats that pass 
The Wharf must slow down in the no-wake 
zone. And, as they do, we get to do some 
great people watching, not to mention see 
some beautiful boats. I’m not talking about 
the fancy, lm-overcompensating boats... 
Im talking about the restored wooden 
boats. The antiques. The floating, flying 
works of art. 

We ordered some cheese curds and burg- 
ers-she got The Wharf burger and I got the 
Crosslake burger with onion rings. The fare 
was perfectly fine. The curds hit the spot and 
the burgers were gooey and oozey, which was 
exactly what they should have been. 

I guess that it should've been expected 
that the lack of people doing things out 
and about would also carry over to the boat 
traffic, but I was worried that I wouldn't 


get to see any of antique beauties as we 
dined. But, I can gladly say I didn't go home 
disappointed. Just before we got our tab, a 
lovely wooden boat by the name of "Irish 
Ayes" paraded past. Ahh. A feast for the 
eyes that followed a feast for the belly. 

And we went back to the cabin, happy to 
enjoy our desserts of sea salt caramels and 
Praline Nut fudge as the sunset shone red 
across the lake, promising us a gorgeous 
day to follow. O 
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each other. Add that layer to the mission and stir. Perch a little paper 
umbrella on the rim and enjoy. 

I daresay, the entire trip came off without a hitch...down to end- 
ing it with a final hour of iPod show and tell as we breezed back to St. 
Paul after 17.5 hours together. Amanda is a Chicago-phile with great 
apps on her iPhone and great excitement in her heart. Marrying that 
with the capital-"P" Plans made for a great combination. 

We started at a Polish market, Gene's Sausage Shop, in Lincoln 
Square, came down Lake Shore Drive with Heidi H. snapping some 
great off-kilter shots out the dirty windows, drove through the mu- 
seum area and back up to Millennium Park where we found ample 
parking. We abused The Bean for its photo opportunities and waltzed 
across the street to our destination. 

Vivian. 

And, the rest of the Cultural Center. My lands. What a treat. We 
were viewing art within art. Tiffany stained glass. Marble. Mosaic 
tiles. Dramatic sconces. And we even walked into an architectural 
exhibit featuring Louis Sullivan, something this lover of architecture 
positively trilled over. Payout. 

I admit that even I felt a little apprehensive about just what the 
payout was going to be once we reached our destination. But, oh. I 
was not disappointed. Considering that many of Maier's pieces are 
online (but nowhere near even a fraction of the collection), I figured 
I’ve probably seen many of the photos that are in this first-exhibition- 
ever. I was right. Many of them were familiar...and I loved seeing 
them again. It's art. But, the fact that there was a small section of 
color prints was an unforeseen delight. I don't know about you, but 
black and white photographs default into an artistic category to me 
and my sensibilities. Color photos have to work a little harder. And 
the subtlety in photos that were heavy in dated colors like marigold, 
gold, and cyan were brilliant. You had to let the eye see the art be- 
yond the color. It's not like photos by David LaChappelle in which 
the artistry jumps off the page by way of great contrast and a techno 
beat...these took the viewer into them and showed them around a 
bit. Oh, Vivian. Thank you. 

Our last goal involved taking in some Chicago Dogs. While Heidi 
C. snapped shots of the city through the sky slider roof of the Jeep 
as we blasted the heat, Amanda found a drive-thru dog dealer within 
blocks using her apps. Portillos. This was lucky. Throw four people 
together who don't know each other and you can expect the best... 
but, if left unfed in a large metropolis, things could run amok. I wish 
I could’ve gotten photos of the bounty that was delivered through the 
Jeep window that dusky evening...like Santa handing over a bag of 
presents. We were in the same four-block area as Hard Rock Cafe, 
Rainforest Cafe, and the retro McDonald's, but we were bent on get- 
ting Chicago Dogs. We'd already suffered the on-foot failure of find- 
ing another place for hotdogs by way of iPhone app, but upon walking 
to it, it was attached to a Popeyes. No. We know the difference be- 
tween a dog that you get in Chicago and a Chicago Dog. So, the five 
tube foods that graced the Jeep with raw onions, pickles, peppers, rel- 
ish, mustard, and tomato halves, were God-sent. The rings, cheese 
fries, and shakes were also entirely delectable. Then, to munch from 


the Portillos cornucopia as we drove up Wacker Drive along the river 
as we wended our way to the freeway in the setting sun (beyond the 
skyscrapers) was like the ending of an epic film. An epic of epic-ness. 

Yes, a long drive...both there and back. But, for $34 a piece for gas 
and parking, we each had a pocketful of memories and experiences. 
And the novel claim to fame of doing a Chicago Daytrip on a day in 
March in 2011. 


Illogical, artful, and utterly worthwhile. 
And never to be replicated. It just wouldn't be possible. እ] 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Teachable Moments 


WHILE THE Minnesota Marriage 
Amendment is an unfortunate and un- 
welcome development, it nonetheless is 
creating teachable moments—like the fol- 
lowing conversation I had recently with a 
(non-Lavender) co-worker. 

'This person is very supportive of GLBT 
people and causes, so I was surprised to 
hear her say, “I was just walking behind a guy 
in the skyway, and—why do some gay guys be- 
have like that?" Like what, I asked. ^Well, he 
was swinging his hips and flipping his wrists— 
you know what I mean. There are some gay 
men who act like that, and then there are the 
rest of you, who just act normal." 

I explained that there might be many 
reasons why someone would act "like that": 
Maybe that's just the way he is. Or he might 
have been “camping it up" either for fun (per- 


haps inappropriate in public) or to deliberate- 
ly upset onlookers (generally not appropriate 
in public—you won't get people to sympathize 
with your cause by antagonizing them). Or he 
might have been exhibiting learned behav- 
ior—when he was young he was told this was 
the way gay people acted. (All these same 
possibilities apply also to masculine women.) 

Or he might not have been gay. Many ef- 
feminate heterosexual men and boys are as- 
sumed to be gay and are even sometimes 
bullied as a result. Too often people assume 
that one's gender presentation (masculine 
women, effeminate men) is connected to 
one's preference (lesbian or gay) when, in 
fact, they're not always connected. 

I also explained that, in my experience, 
younger people tend to make these as- 
sumptions less often than older people, and 


younger people also grant themselves and 
others both more freedom and more fluidity 
in who they love and how they present their 
gender image to the world. 

I finished by explaining that I hope to 
see a society that lets everyone be who they 
are and express themselves authentically, 
as long as they are being civil and appropri- 
ate. An opposite-sex couple flaunting their 
heterosexuality in the skyway would not 
be appropriate public behavior, either. But 
there's a difference between making out 
in public and simply holding hands. 

I felt I had accomplished something 
when her response was, ^Well, thank you 
for explaining. Now I'm going to go home 
and tell all this to my husband—because that 
guy in the skyway really would have both- 
ered him!" 


Unique rings that are out of this world. 


Meteorite Collection 


Virtually indestructible, Chris Ploof's Meteorite Collection bands 

are made from Gibeon meteorite, then combined with high carat gold 
or platinum. The rings are durable, extremely strong and made with a 
comfort fit interior...perfect for an active lifestyle. 


Precious metals are combined using an ancient Japanese technique to 
create beautiful patterns, then crafted into seamless bands in the Chris 


Ploof Mokume Gane Collection. 


For wedding bands that are as unique as your relationship, see designer 
Chris Ploof's collections only at Arthur's Jewelers. 


1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 
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Expect the Unexpected 


OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS 


BIGGAYAMEWS . COM: 


OUR 


GLET WORLO NEWS! 


Catholic Nuns Group "Stunned" By Vatican Slap 

Reuters reports that a prominent U.S. Catholic nuns' 
group said on Thursday it was "stunned" that the Vatican 
reprimanded it for spending too much time on poverty 
and social justice concerns and not enough on abortion 
and gay marriage. The Vatican said the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious had failed to make the 
"Biblical view of family life and human sexuality" a 
central plank in its agenda. 


1-USA 

Gay Romney Aide Deletes Tweets Bashing Prominent Females 

Huffington Post reports that Mitt Romney’s decision to pick openly gay Richard 
Grenell as his foreign policy spokesperson has not only caused trouble with social 
conservatives, but also with women. Grenell’s has reportedly removed 800 Tweets 
recently. His feed was ride with jokes and snide remarks about female political 
figures like Michelle Obama, Hillary Clinton, and Callista Gingrich. For example, 
Grenell tweeted: “Hillary is starting to look like Madeleine Albright,” “Callista 
stands there like she is wife #1,” or Michele Obama was “sweating on the East Room 
carpet” after working out. Grenell has apologized for his remarks. 


Gay-Rights Advocates Meet With LDS Officials 

The Salt Lake Tribune reports that gay group Soulforce’s 2012 Equality Ride met 
with Mormon church Latter Day Saints officials on Monday in Salt Lake City to 
draw attention to policies perceived as harmful to the GLBT community. The gay 
group brought up four specific requests for the LDS Church: to cut all ties with and 
denounce a group treating gays with "reparative" therapy; to stop funding groups 
that are fighting civil marriage equality across the country; to encourage LDS 
Business College to bring its policies on homosexuality in line with current Mormon 
teachings; and to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the faith’s policies 
for church employees. Co-director of Equality Ride Jason Conner qualified the 
meeting as "overall positive." 


Missouri ‘Don't Say Gay’ Bill: GOP Sponsors Wary Of "Homosexual Agenda" 
Huffington Post reports that a group of twenty Republican representatives 

in Missouri introduced the so-called "don't say gay" bill last week to ban the 
teaching of sexual orientation in public schools as a way to prevent students from 
being exposed to the "homosexual agenda." House Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Andrew Koenig said: "When it comes to sexual orientation, that is a 
discussion that should be left for the most part up to the parents. I know there are 
a lot of parents that do not want the homosexual agenda taught in the schools." 
When questioned about what he called a "homosexual agenda" being taught in the 
schools, Koenig could not think of an example. 


Newt Gingrich Encourages Anti-Gay Ballot Measure 

Huffington Post reports that Republican presidential candidate Newt Gingrich 
released a video saying that marriage is under attack, and encouraging North 
Carolina voters to go to the polls on May 8 and pass Amendment 1, an initiative 
that would constitutionally ban gay marriage. The ballot will read: "Constitutional 
amendment to provide that marriage between one man and one woman is the only 
domestic legal union that shall be valid or recognized in this State." On the same 
day, state residents will choose a Republican presidential candidate. 


Anti-Gay Group Accuses IRS of Leaking Romney Donation Details 

Fox News reports that anti-gay marriage group National Organization for Marriage 
is accusing the Internal Revenue Service of leaking private tax files that listed 

Mitt Romney as a contributor. The anti-gay marriage group is calling for an IRS 
investigation and has fired off a warning letter to the Human Rights Campaign 

to take down the published documents. The National Organization for Marriage 
claims somebody within the IRS fed the Human Rights Campaign the documents 
listing 2008 contributors. On the list was a $10,000 donation from Romney's 
political action committee. While the National Organization for Marriage says the 
leak was illegal, the HRC says the anti-LGBT group is actually "embarrassed its true 
agenda is out in the open." 


It's Time to Revise The Ban On Gay Men's Blood Donations 

The American Council on Science and Health reports that any man who has ever 
had sex with another man is barred from donating blood for life even though HIV 
tests can now detect the virus as soon as 12 days post-infection. The FDA enacted 
the lifetime deferral nearly thirty years ago when AIDS was considered an epidemic 
and tests could not ensure that donated blood was virus-free. Many question the 
ban on gay men’s blood donations considering the severity of blood shortages and 
the vastly improved accuracy of current HIV tests. Dr. Josh Bloom says "It makes 
no sense that men who have sex with men are singled out for lifetime exclusion 
from blood donation, while men known to engage in risky behaviors, such as 
unprotected sex with prostitutes, are not.” 


Gays With Many Partners Should Take Daily Pill to Ward Off HIV 

The New York Daily News reports that a cost-benefit analysis showed that gay men 
who have at least five sexual partners per year are part of a high-risk group that 
could benefit from a daily pill to ward off HIV. As many as 63,000 infections could 
be avoided if 20% of the gays took the Truvada pill daily. Past research found using 
the pill for preventive purposes would not make financial sense if taken for life. 
New data may indicate a 20-year period of pill-taking would be cost-effective. Some 
people with HIV combine Truvada as a treatment with other anti-retroviral drugs. 


Gay Marriage Foes Assume Own Marriages Are Stable 

Huffington Post reports on a new study suggesting that no opponents of gay 
marriage really thinks their own heterosexual relationships are threatened. 
Opponents rather believe that other people's marriages are at risk. The study is 

an example of the "third-person perception," a psychological bias in which people 
are convinced that others are more influenced by outside sources than they are 
themselves. People who strongly regard authority and tradition were the most 
likely to demonstrate this third-person effect when discussing gay marriage. Study 
researcher and psychologist Matthew Winslow said: "Most of the people who were 
really vehemently against gay marriage were not likely to say they were worried 
about their own marriages, but they talked about how if we allowed gay marriage 
it was going to be bad for society in general. If you believe you are not going to be 
affected by [same-sex marriage], just recognize that probably other people believe 
the same way, so the good news is that probably people aren't going to be affected 
by it that much." 


2-ISRAEL 

Israel's Conservative Movement OKs Gay and Lesbian Rabbis 

The Washington Post reports that the Israeli branch of Conservative Judaism 
announced in a landmark decision that its rabbinical school will start enrolling 

gay and lesbian students for ordination in September. Rabbi Andy Sacks in Israel 
welcomed the policy change as “a victory for all who understand that Judaism holds 
respect for human beings as a supreme value. All people were created in the image 
of the divine. Morality and Jewish law do coexist as long as those who practice 
traditional Judaism understand this.” 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


JULIE PECK, a devoted 
mother of three and owner of 
Lucy Coffee Café in St. Paul 
discusses how she works to pro- 
mote a welcoming environment 
both in her personal life and in 
her business - and why business 
owners should stand up and vote 
NO on the anti-marriage amend- 
ment in November. 

Lavender Magazine: Ju- 
lie, as a straight ally, what was 
your journey like to become a 
supporter of equality for all — re- 
gardless of sexual orientation? 

Julie Peck: I came from a 
relatively conservative family 
growing up, but I think I have 
always been aware and supportive of people 
who are seemingly "different." Growing up, I 
always tried to do what I could to help others 
and to respect everyone - because everyone 
deserves that. But I don't think it was until I 
had children that I really became passionate 
about equality for all — it was then that I fully 
realized that people who are supposedly *dif- 
ferent" aren't really so different, after all. We 
all want the same things and the same oppor- 
tunities for happiness in our lives. 

LM: What about being a mother made 
you want to fight for equality? 

JP: As a mother of three boys; two deaf 
and one hearing, I knew from early on that 
their lives were going to be different from 
the societal norm. Here I was, a hearing 
parent with two children who would speak 
a different language and belong to a differ- 
ent culture than what I had ever known. I 
knew that they would be treated differently 
because of it, and this inspired me to work 
with the deaf community and raise my boys 
with sign language. It was important to me 
that they become immersed in the deaf com- 
munity from an early age. 

LM: How has your work with your sons 
and the deaf community shaped your opin- 


ulie Peck 
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ion of LGBT rights and specifically marriage? 

JP: As a mother, you want what is best 
for your children and you never want them 
to be treated differently simply because of 
who they are. Unfortunately, that is not al- 
ways the case and people still treat others 
differently. I have seen this with deaf and gay 
people alike and I believe everyone should 
be respected - it is not our place to judge 
those who are seemingly different than us, 
because everyone wants the same things – 
like love, freedom and family. That is why 
voting no on this amendment is so important 
to me, because hearing, deaf, gay, straight, 
and everyone else deserves the right to love 
who they love. That's how I raised my chil- 
dren, and its how I run my business. 

LM: As a business owner, what do you 
do to promote equality within your business 
and among your staff? 

JP: When hiring an employee, I don't look 
at things like gay or straight, deaf or hearing 
— instead I look at the person and their quali- 
fications. I currently employ both deaf and 
hearing employees who both do a fantastic 
job for me and I have been pleased with all my 
employees. As a business owner, you need to 
hire the best employees regardless of their 


differences. A great employee 
is a great employee regardless of 
sexual orientation. 

LM: From your perspective, 
what is the most important thing 
that gay and lesbians can do to 
help employers promote equal- 
ity in the workplace? 

JP: The biggest thing that I 
can say is that some people may 
be unaware of the struggles 
that gay people go through on a 
daily basis and how the running 
of a business affects them. For 
instance, I wasn't aware of how 
gay people felt about this amend- 
ment until a gay person talked to 
me about it, and explained how 
they felt and what it was like to be gay in a 
state that is considering an amendment that 
would permanently deny them the basic 
freedom to marry. For this reason, I would 
say just talking with your employer and ex- 
pressing how you feel and why treating all 
employees the same is so important. This is 
a great way to start educating and also help- 
ing them understand and shape their busi- 
ness to be more supportive and equal. 

LM: So Julie, what advice would you give 
to employers who want to promote equality 
in their office? 

JP: Just be open and hire your employ- 
ees based on their individual qualifications 
and merit. Also, demonstrate that you are 
committed to a welcoming workplace - in 
this case, letting your employees know that 
your business is opposed to the anti-mar- 
riage amendment. That is one way of telling 
your employees you value all of them, and 
that you won't support amending our consti- 
tution to limit their basic freedoms. Love is 
love, and the bottom line is that absolutely 
no one should be permanently excluded 
from making a lifetime commitment to the 
person they love through marriage. L1 
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WE ARE A FULL 
SERVICE AUTO 
REPAIR SHOP. 


1200 Glenwood Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
(Conveniently located just west 
of the International Market Square) 


OIL’ CHANGE /& PIZZA 


-< Present this coupon to receive 
an oil change for $26.95 AND 
a voucher for one FREE 12" 
one (1) topping pizza from 
Fast Freddie's Pizza! 
Stop in today! аі. 
Not valid with other offers. Most vehicles. 


Up to 5 qts of conventional oil & filter, 
See store for details. . 


1200 Glenwood Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377-4900 
(Convenient location near International Market Square) 


_ www.northwesterntire.net - 


“The YWCA trainers 
are dedicated to 
make sure you get 
the most out of 
yourself, and the 
smart, friendly 
people in my class 
motivate me to work 
harder than I could ever 
have imagined.” 


- Fiacre, Boot Camp veteran, YWCA member since 2005. 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
INSURER American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 
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OUR HOMES 


ቹ GARDENING | scot Endre 


| Did It My Way! The Evolution of My Garden 


WHEN I moved into my house 16 years 
ago, I found myself in a quandary. Having 
a passion for plant diversity and harmoni- 
ous garden combinations, I felt a little con- 
stricted by the amount of space available to 
garden. My humble 40x80’ lot was already 
monopolized by the 1889 Victorian I now 
call home, with a small front yard, back yard 
and narrow side yard filling what was left. I 
knew I would have to make the most of ev- 
ery square inch of space. There would be 
no room for turfgrass since my list of “must 
haves” consumed several pages of notebook 
with mental notes adding to the list. 

The front would be a public space with 
bold plantings to be viewed from the street 
and sidewalk. This garden includes a slight- 
ly mounded boulevard garden extending 
the small front yard to the street, creating a 
sense of depth, but also more space to gar- 
den. Likewise, container gardens create ad- 
ditional planting opportunities. More impor- 
tantly, my container groupings bridge the 
gap between home and garden by spilling 
out onto the front porch and into the garden. 

The backyard would become a private 
oasis—a retreat from the hustle and bustle of 
everyday life. I designed and built an island- 
like rectangular stone patio surrounded by a 
narrow “moat” of water — a perfect residence 
for my Japanese Koi and a way to include wa- 
ter into an already full garden. Carefully se- 
lected pottery and garden art create focal ar- 
eas and interest, where needed, throughout 
the garden. And of course, more captivating 
container combinations, that like the garden, 
evolve through the seasons. 

The side garden was more challenging. I 
wanted this garden to be an experience, not 
just an expressway between the front and the 
back. The space was narrow. The light was 
bright. The destinations were clearly defined. 
My job was to psychologically broaden the 
space, make the best use of the sunlight, and 
make the space into a destination that would 
tempt guests to linger as they passed from 
the public to the private areas of my garden. 
Although I needed to enclose the space, I 
couldn’t bear the idea of a tall solid privacy 
fence. It would make the already narrow space 
claustrophobic, and would shade the garden 


from the precious southern sun. Hedging 
material would take up too much real estate. 
I opted for a decorative period style cast iron 
and wood fence to border the side garden 
connecting to a taller wooden privacy fence 
which surrounded the private back garden. 
It was fitting to the architecture of the house 
and the visual weight of the fence was enough 
to define the space without caging it from 
the outside. I chose an irregular stone path 
to lead visitors through the garden. Although 


Photos courtesy of Scott Endres 


a straight walk, the irregular stepping stones 
slow traffic and invite one to experience every 
step of the way. A variety of repeating ground- 
covers organically soften the hard edge of the 
stone, yet are durable enough to handle the 
occasional trounce of a foot. 

Contrasting colors, textures, and forms 
create each combination, which leads to the 
next combination. Contrast is the easiest way 
to produce effective plant combinations— 


a bold textured leaf next to a smaller one; 
a mounding form contrasting with a spiky 
upright plant; or, by partnering cool and 
hot colors (opposites on the color wheel). 
Repetition of color, forms, or in some cases, 
plant varieties, tie it all together, connecting 
front and back, left and right, while directing 
the viewer’s eye through the garden. This 
repetition creates a consistent harmony as 
one’s eye picks up familiar notes along the 
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way (dark foliage, bright foliage, upright 
forms). In my garden, flowers play sec- 
ond fiddle to the bold characteristics 
and utter beauty achieved with the use 
of foliage first. Hardy herbaceous and 
woody plants harmoniously coexist with 
non-hardy tropicals, annuals and suc- 
culents. This boldness gives scale and 
meaning to the garden as it relates to my 
two story home. I like lots of plants, but 
the ones chosen for my garden are the 
ones that work to earn their keep and 
serve a purpose in the overall sense of 
design I like to maintain. Common plants 
can be appreciated in someone else's 
garden, leaving the stars to shine in all 
parts of my limited space. Plants that 
cannot sing for their supper are moved 
elsewhere or take a trip to the compost 
pile where they will eventually contrib- 
ute something worthwhile back to the 
garden. This allows for an ever-changing 
pallet of plants and endless plant combi- 
nations to feed my creative energy and 
keep things fresh and new. 

In my garden, every season brings 
something new — and more time to 
dream, experiment, and implement my 
own ideas. A garden is never finished, 
always evolving, just like the person who 
tends it. It is our job to make the most of 
the gardens we tend along with the lives 
we live, reaping the rewards the garden 
offers and the lessons learned along the 
way. O 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardes 
and Tangletown's Wise Acre Eatery on 54th and 
Nicollet in South Minneapolis. He gardens in Min- 
neapolis' twin city, Saint Paul. 
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RIDE REVIEW | randy stern 


DO YOU still remember the best automo- 
bile you ever owned? 

I remember the day I took delivery of a 
1991 Acura Integra RS coupe. It was dusk on 
a Thursday in November of 1990. I arrived 
with a cashier’s check at Marin Acura in 
Corte Madera, California ready to take my 
brand new baby home. The vehicle in ques- 
tion was just finished with detailing after the 
air conditioning unit was installed into my 
Concord Blue Metallic hatchback. 

The car was not equipped with all the luxu- 
ries we have come to expect from an Acura 
today. But, I did not care. I wanted something 
pure, with fine handling and enough agility 
to possibly take it to a track – namely Sears 
Point (now called Infineon). All I needed to 
add to my new Integra was an audio system 
that matched my taste. I took it across the 
highway to an electronics retailer for the af- 
termarket installation. The rest is history. 

The experience lasted two-and-a-half 
years. I miss it a lot – even today. There are 
plenty of regrets — I never took it on a track, 
ever. The Integra did make it to my brother's 
wedding a month after I took delivery of it. 
Also, it went on a few dates with my first boy- 
friend, and delivered me to my undergradu- 
ate commencement at California State Uni- 
versity, East Bay in June of 1993. 

There is a void that has lasted 19 years 
since I parted ways with my Integra. Is there 
a way to close this gap so I could get over my 
lament over my prized Concord Blue Metallic 
1991 Acura Integra RS coupe? Is there some- 
thing wearing the dual caliper badge of Acura 
that is worthy of the spirit of my old car? 

Perhaps I need to find its spiritual succes- 
sor. Maybe there is some descendant out there 
with the spirit and the magic of my old hatch- 
back coupe. Sadly, Acura does not sell a three- 
door hatchback coupe anymore. Not since 
they cancelled the RSX in 2006. The lowest 
model in their lineup is the re-branded version 
of the Honda Accord Euro - the smaller ver- 
sion of the Accord sold in various parts of this 
planet- called the TSX. This coming fall, a new 
smaller Acura will debut in the U.S. - the ILX. 

Still, the quandary persists. Maybe the 
approach to find the right Acura should 
take into consideration an old Integra owner 


Acura IL 


Photos by Randy Stern 
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who has grown up, 
but remains loyal to 
the brand. It would 
have to be the right 
vehicle for an owner whose priorities have 
changed along with their economic status 
and social standing in the community. Yet, 
there is still the want to quench the right 
foot's need for hitting the limiter -- to simply 
feel what Acura can still do to an enthusiast. 

Perhaps this Acura TL would do the trick. 

This big, bold, and beautiful sedan came 
from a lineage that began with the ground- 
breaking Acura Legend of 26 years ago. 
When Honda's new luxury sedan arrived at 
select showrooms across the U.S., it broke 
new ground for Japanese automakers. The 
evolution of the species spawned various 
Acura sedans - both developed in Japan and 
in the U.S. - designed to woo luxury car con- 
sumers to their technologically advanced ve- 
hicles with rather edgy designs. 

There are plenty of luxury car buyers 
that would dismiss a vehicle sporting such 
an edgy design with a plethora of advanced 


technology on board. 
The TL may surprise you. 

The latest TL went 
through some nips and 
tucks to tone down some details that provoked 
many critiques of Acura’s design philosophy. 
For example, the satin-chrome “shield” up 
front was a point of contention for luxury car 
purists and the automotive media alike. The 
shield has been toned down and given a better 
finish to compliment an even more handsome 
and athletic silhouette. It also helps to have a 
fine hue to go along with this design, since the 
Mayan Bronze color on the tester was abso- 
lutely dazzling. 

In this SH-AWD (Super Handling All- 
Wheel Drive) model, a set of 19-inch wheels 
created an appropriate finish to the overall 
exterior design. From one angle, it is a luxu- 
ry mid-size sedan; from another, it is an ag- 
gressive sports sedan. The TL is an exacting 
combination of both. 

Step inside, and the TL truly welcomes 
you. The first whiff of the leather seats lures 
you in. Once you comprehend the sea of but- 
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tons from the steering wheel and on the center 
stack, you are entertained with plenty of soft 
touch materials and an even softer hide in um- 
ber. The seats are on the firm side, but they 
are big with the right amount of bolstering to 
keep you in place through the curves. There 
is plenty of room for four adults inside, along 
with their luggage for an extended weekend. 

Acura and Honda made sure that the TL 
is truly a driver's car. The dials and steering 
wheel are the right size. Controls are of the 
right size and touch — mostly within reach 
on and around the steering wheel. A driver 
can insert the remote key fob next to the red 
ignition button, or you can leave the fob in 
your pocket until it's battery runs low. You 
also get blind spot monitoring to rein you in 
sudden lane changes without looking. 

The shifter for the six-speed automatic 
gearbox on the center console reminds you 


Photo by Randy Stern 


tion system to a large, easy-to-comprehend 
audio system readout. A smaller screen is be- 
low for redundant messages from the audio 
system, along with climate control settings. 
Sound is channeled through Acura’s ELS/Sur- 
round system’s 10 speakers from the output of 
a 440-watt amplifier. There are plenty of audio 
options to choose from, including a 15GB hard 
drive that could hold 3,600 of your favorite 
songs, or the ability to grab your song files 
from your Bluetooth-enabled phone. There’s 
more to this audio system, but all it takes is one 
listen. It is indeed a wonderful noise. 
Normally, TL owners would settle for just 
a 280 horsepower, 3.5litre dual overhead 
camshaft V6 with four-valves-per cylinder 
and so forth. But, you would have to settle 
for front-wheel drive with that engine. Since 
this tester came with Acura’s SH-AWD, it 
came with 305 horsepower of V6 goodness, 


- 


«B ACURA 


of a short-throw manual. There are paddle 
shifters on the steering wheel, which only 
work if you out the shifter into Sport mode 
for better control of the gear changes. How- 
ever, they are attached to the back of the 
wheel rather than the column. If I wanted 
to use the “flappy paddles,” my preference 
would be for them to be stationery with the 
column for better steering-to-shift control. 
This TL came with the Advance package – 
a suite of technological goodies designed for 
the geek in all of us. It starts with a huge LCD 
screen that can be switched from the naviga- 


displacing at 3.7litres. Frankly, the latter en- 
gine is absolutely perfect for the TL. 

With the 3.7litre V6, you get a great bal- 
ance of quiet operation and refined anger. 
Spool up the throttle and find yourself de- 
lighted by the response. As mentioned be- 
fore, a six-speed automatic is mated between 
this engine and the SH-AWD system. 

Having driven a few all-wheel drive systems 
on both sedans and SUV/crossovers, I never 
had a chance to discover what one feels like in 
aluxury sedan when it is tuned for traction and 
handling. We can talk about Audi's Quattro sys- 


tem, BMW's xDrive, Mercedes-Benz’s 4Matic 
and so forth, but Acura s SH-AWD system is 
worth considering. Through a challenging 
rainfall and typical Twin Cities freeway traffic, 
the TL's SH-AWD simply worked by putting 
power and grip down to all wheels even dur- 
ing evasive maneuvers. This system works the 
corners extraordinarily well — all four wheels 
gripping without hesitation or complaint. The 
Goodyear Eagle RS-A tires added more glue 
for the SH-AWD to work extraordinarily well. 

In short, this is one heck of an all-wheel 
drive system. On dry roads, the Acura pro- 
vides fantastic handling with near perfect body 
control on banks and curves. The TL is simply 
calm and confident when getting out of the 
most precarious situations. With everything 
you touch, the TL responds immediately. The 
ride is solid and smooth, but just a tad on the 
firm side. That firmness comes into play with 
road imperfections, yet the suspension damp- 
ers do a fine job balancing them out. Steering 
is sharp for a big sedan with fantastic road feel 
and feedback. As far as stopping power, it is 
quite good in both normal and panic braking. 

As expected, the TL is a bit on the thirsty 
side. Overall fuel consumption came to 20.6 
MPG. Considering all the factors involved 
- weight, performance and the AWD sys- 
tem - that number is a very realistic view 
of what to expect from a luxury sport sedan 
such as the TL. 

The price of admission is surprisingly 
competitive. While it may not be seen as a 
direct competitor to BMW's 5-Series, Audi's 
A6 and the Mercedes-Benz E-Class, the Ohio- 
built TL starts out at just south of $37,000. My 
tester, with the SH-AWD and Advance pack- 
age came in just under $46,000. It is not exact- 
ly a bargain, but consider that you do get a lot 
for the sticker price -- performance included. 

When luxury car buyers discuss brands, 
listen very carefully There are a signifi- 
cant number of them that are loyal to their 
brands. Others hope to find something that 
fits their lifestyle regardless of which brand 
they choose. Acura provides buyers a choice 
of luxury vehicles with edgy styling, high 
levels of technology, and performance. 

'The TL is no exception. As a big sedan, 
you get the comfort required in this class of 
car along with the technology and perfor- 
mance Acura is known for. Even if you are 
married to a specific luxury brand outside of 
Acura, give the TL a chance. You may find it 
very uncommon and satisfying — just like my 
old 1991 Integra. 

As for my quest to come full circle with 
my 19-year gap with Acura? Mission accom- 
plished. O 
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IY. SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Ellen Krug 


I CONFESS. Sometimes, I get afraid. 
Like coward afraid. 

Example: two years ago, as I was mov- 
ing to Minneapolis, I obtained health insur- 
ance with Big Insurance Company. When I 
filled out the health insurance application, 
I didn’t disclose that I was transgender— 
they didn’t ask and I didn’t volunteer. I left 
the “male or female” box unchecked. Still, 
they issued an insurance card and I paid 
several months’ premiums. 

All went well until I received a notice ter- 
minating my health insurance. The reason? 
You guessed it—recent medical records dis- 
cussed that I am transgender. Big Insurance 
thought I should have disclosed that in my 
application—which they then would have 
automatically rejected. 

I appealed the termination. Eventually, I 
ended up in a fancy conference room with 
ten or so Big Insurance representatives. 
"You're discriminating against me,” I said. 
“This is wrong.” 

A couple months later, Big Insurance 
wrote again. They weren’t going to change 
their collective mind. I was out of luck. 

At that point, I had to make a decision. 
I could have sued Big Insurance or I could 
have simply bought more expensive insur- 
ance through a high risk pool. For a variety 
of reasons, I chose option 2. I'll admit it: one 
reason was fear—I was all alone in a new 
city; I feared my medical and emotional his- 
tory would spill out in a courtroom of strang- 
ers; and I feared losing. 

In other words, I chickened out from a 
big fight. I'm not proud and hope that in the 
two years since, I’ve become a bit braver. I 
can only hope. 

Recently, another transgender faced a 


Being 


very similar situation. This time, someone 
had real guts and things turned out way 
differently. 

Christine Radtke was born a biological 
male in 1965. By 2003, she had transitioned 
to female via sex-reassignment surgery. She 
met a man, Calvin, they fell in love, and in 
2005, they married in a small civil ceremony 
in Red Wing. Calvin worked for UPS, and 
had Christine added to his medical insur- 
ance, which was administered by a union-re- 
lated trust fund, something which the court 
decision refers to as “the Fund.” 

Fast forward to early 2010. After hearing 
a rumor that Christine and Calvin weren’t 
actually married, the Fund hired an attorney 
to investigate. Quickly, the attorney deter- 
mined that Christine had been born male. 
The Fund then terminated Christine’s insur- 
ance asserting that under Minnesota law— 
which as we all know, doesn’t allow same sex 
marriage—the Radtkes didn’t have a valid 
marriage. 

At that point, Christine could have done 
what I did—she could have let it drop and 
found coverage through the higher market. 
But Christine wasn’t like Ellie Krug—Chris- 
tine bravely fought back. She hired lawyers 
and sued in federal court. The Fund then 
countersued, asserting that Christine now 
owed $80,410.79 for medical benefits the 
Fund had previously paid out. 

Talk about pressure. And risk. Despite 
this, Christine persevered. 

Much of the Court’s April 2, 2012, deci- 
sion—37 pages long— is devoted to the 
question of whether Christine could actually 
be considered “female” even after reassign- 
ment surgery. The Fund asserted that not- 
withstanding Christine’s surgery (and emo- 


tional makeup), she was still male, making 
her marriage to Calvin a sham. Thus, Calvin 
had no right to dependent spouse medical 
coverage for Christine. 

Chief Federal Judge Michael Davis didn’t 
buy this argument. Almost any transgender 
would find his words lyrical, if not magical: 

An individual’s sex includes many com- 
ponents, including chromosomal, anatomi- 
cal, hormonal, and reproductive elements, 
some of which could be ambiguous or in 
conflict within an individual. The assigned 
sex of an individual at birth is based solely 
on observation of anatomy at birth, which it- 
self may change when the individual reaches 
puberty. Here, Ms. Radtke is anatomically 
and hormonally female. It would be wholly 
inappropriate for this Court to invent a nar- 
row federal definition of “sex” based on the 
sex assigned at birth...” 

In what constitutes a groundbreaking de- 
cision—at least for Minnesota—Judge Davis 
ruled that Christine had a right to marry 
Calvin. According to the judge, “The Fund’s 
interpretation of Minnesota law was unrea- 
sonable and wrong.” 

I started to cry when I read the court 
decision. For transgenders everywhere, the 
ruling was one more step, another foot or 
two, toward normal. More importantly, it af- 
firmed the value of bravery. Without Chris- 
tine courageously taking a stand—a respon- 
sibility which I shirked—we wouldn’t have 
this crucial precedent. O 


To Christine Alisen Radtke—and her husband and law- 
yers—l say, Congratulations! May all of us learn from 
your example. 


Feel free to contact Ellen at ellenkrug75{agmail.com. 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


My Annulment 


YESTERDAY, I received an interesting 
message on my office voicemail. “Miss 
Parello, I am calling from the Roman Cath- 
olic Archdiocese of Chicago. Please return 
my call immediately.” 

At first, I thought it might be my old 
friend Satan trying to play a trick on me. 
Things have been a bit dull for him since 
Richard Nixon’s death, so he tends to get 
into a bit of mischief. Why not have Jenni- 
fer crank call the Archdiocese for a giggle? 

But when I called the number, I was 
stunned to discover that the Archdiocese 
really did want to talk to me. 

“Oh, yes,” the lady said, after identify- 
ing herself as the Cardinal’s secretary. “It’s 
about your annulment.” 

Abh, yes, my annulment! I suppose, 
dear readers, I owe you a bit of a back-story 
on this one. 

When I was in my 20s, I was young, stu- 
pid, and a bit cruel. I married a very nice 
boy and, within two years of great confu- 
sion on both our parts, I divorced him for 
reasons that should come as no surprise to 
any of you. 

About a year after our divorce, his fi- 
ancée (he wasted no time in replacing me 
with a safer model, who also happened to 
have my same first name, which I’m sure 
made things much less complicated in the 
boudoir, plus he didn’t have to return any 
of the monogrammed stuff we got as wed- 
ding gifts) called me and asked if I'd have 
any issue with an annulment. 

“For who?” I asked, genuinely con- 
fused, first by getting a call from a strange 
woman who claimed to be my ex-husband’s 
fiancée and second by the annulment busi- 
ness. In spite of the hard vowel as the end 
of my name, I was raised Lutheran and not 
Catholic. As was my ex-husband. And we 
married in a Presbyterian Church. I can’t 
remember why....because it was a pretty 


church, I think. 

She wasn't inclined to give me an expla- 
nation on why two non-Catholics needed 
to get annulled, and I really didn't give a 
damn, so I said, “Sure. Annul us." 

'That was 15 years ago, and I had for- 
gotten all about the annulment, and my 
marriage for that matter, until I received 
an email from my ex-husband about a year 
ago. “Remember the annulment?” he asked. 
“Well, we're ready to through with it." He 
asked me a few religion-related questions 
that his wife had asked me 15 years before, 
and I responded with a few polite inquires 
about his family, and that was the end of it. 

Or soIthought. ThenI got the call from 
the Archdiocese. Apparently they had been 
trying to contact me for over a year but had 
the wrong address. And the annulment was 
in limbo because I hadn't signed off on it. 
The secretary told me all I had to do was 
give her the verbal OK and the annulment 
would sail to the final step, which I suspect 
is when my ex-husband will be required to 
make a very large donation to the Cardi- 
nal's diamond ring fund. 

“When it's final, we'll send you a copy so 
if you want to marry in the Catholic Church 
you can do so because you're annulled.” 

I laughed and told her I wouldn't be 
needing the document. And, surprisingly, 
she joined in the laughter. 

*Oh, I know you're Protestant, but I'm 
required to tell you that. I'm not trying to 
convert you." 

“Well, actually, Pm involved with a 
Catholic," I said, referring to my lapsed 
Catholic girlfriend. “So, does this mean my 
girlfriend and I will be able to marry in the 
Catholic Church?" 

Silence on the other end. Then, “I’m 
sorry, 1 really must go now." 

Ive gotten older and smarter, but I'm 
still kind of cruel. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease o 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto 5 AMN com 
wwwinSPO .org/ Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Cn 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 
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ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 
Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 

"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma; free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LLO 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

Where all things pronen ar 1 
appening in the Iwin Cities! 

113 N. 125 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.atmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 
Annual bike ride in seblaniber 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 
Fully supported route, retreshments 

music in finish area. 

. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour®minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 2154118 
www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 


sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Pau 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 

www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2па 51, Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 

Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 


120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

[5] 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading yenue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East TOth Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 
Nationally renowned contemporary 
allet company based in the Twin 

Cities and touring the world. 
Hennepin Ave., Ste. 21 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neignborhog е 

ae Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras, 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 5. 4th 51. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com" 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

grumming group. 

355 Wabasha 51. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[65i 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and erating 
performing arts and educationa 
pro rams that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

[651] 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 
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Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(512) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PETS/PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 ፻. 38th 51, Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 
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PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 
The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

] East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 305-6900 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
торе space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 
Edina, MN 
(952) 926-3808 
www.eclc.org 
First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 
A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 
610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons 

of all races, cultures and sexual 
orientations. 

500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331.3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin’s Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, an ore. 


al Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 
ummit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 

inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and aiming, ል 

fost eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 
local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, M 

(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865 


2485 Como Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 
www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
Afton, MM: | harde dini 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/ Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
51] Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

2] W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 

Playing host to guests looking for 
fun getaways & those in town to get 
deals done. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


К 3000 Zoo Bd 
e valle 
(952) 431-0200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR" 


Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I consider myself a straight male. How- 
ever, I often fantasize about having oral sex 
with another man. Does that mean I am bi or 
gay? I know swallowing is risky, but I really 
would like to experience that too, if I could 
find an honest male to try it on, who is under 
38 years old. Now on the other hand, I love 
women and want to get married some day. 
I do not like to cuddle with a man or kiss a 
man; in fact, I would find it gross. Can you 
give me some advice? 

-LOVE TO SWALLOW 


Dear Love to Swallow: 

What’s “straight” about wanting sex with 
men and cuddling and marriage with wom- 
en? You specify the under-38 age range of 
the men you'd like to blow, and the only oth- 
er characteristic you specify is honesty. Ms. 
Behavior presumes that by “honest,” you 
mean about his HIV status. But will you be 
honest with the woman you someday hope 
to marry when you go out on your sucking 
and swallowing expeditions? Will you go 
down on her, too? The fact that you find the 
idea of cuddling or kissing a man “gross” 


makes you sound like you might suffer from 
a touch of homophobia. Perhaps therapy 
would help you to sort out your feelings, so 
that perhaps someday the person you want 
to blow is the same one you want to kiss, and 
vice versa. 

Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Can a lesbian and a bisexual woman be 
friends after having a passionate relation- 
ship? I've decided to be friends with this 
bisexual woman until she can figure out 
what she wants. She has children and I feel 
that she is stuck in the fantasy of her chil- 
dren having a father figure even if her own 
needs are not fully being met. So to play it 
safe with my own heart, being friends with 
her and just loving her at a distance is all I 
can do for now. Yes, I am hoping she will re- 
discover her true feelings for me, but until 
then, I've decided on no intimacy. What do 
you think? Am I wasting away as my heart 
is frozen in time? 

-WASTING AWAY 


Dear Wasting Away: 
Your signature suggests that you've an- 
swered your own question: It doesn't sound 


like you have enough distance from your bi- 
sexual "friend" to protect your heart. 

Get out of your friend's head. Don't worry 
about what fantasy she's stuck in, and don't 
wait for her to figure out what she wants. 
That might take a long time, particularly if 
you're hanging out in the background, hop- 
ing she'll rediscover her feelings for you. 
Your physical presence won't make her 
more likely to realize that she wants you. 
And just resisting the temptation to have sex 
with one another is probably not enough of a 
change to create the distance that you both 
need now. 

Besides, if your heart is "frozen in time" 
it won't necessarily be available for the big 
thaw if a real and wonderful lesbian happens 
to shows up, ready for a relationship with 
you. L1 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


GuiTAS TOLLAN 
MucHo 


MAS QUE YO: 


Doctor, | feel depressed... Ants f-ck much more 
than | do. 
Docteur, je suis déprimé... les fourmis fourrent 
beaucoup plus que moi. 
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Les fourmis fourrent autant? 


a (OLLAN Ше, 
DE ተ. 9 
HORMIGUITAS! 


Do ants really f-ck a lot? 


They f-ck day and night. They 69... 
They have French sex, Greek sex... 
Ils fourrent jour et nuit. Ils pratiquent le 
69... Le sexe francais, le grec... 


POR RODRO 


€ POR ESO NO 4 | 

C TENGO NIN GUNA 
“HORMI GUITA COMO 
е ነ 

g iNO ዮሮ PA 
RSE 


That's why none of my patients are ants. 
They don't have time to be depressed! 
Voilà pourquoi je ne compte aucune 
fourmi comme patiente. 

Elles n'ont pas le temps d'étre 
déprimées! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Career Oriented & skilled - Modeling Agency& 
Promotional Services is seeking dynamic, people to 
join our team. Office Assistant, Personal Assistant, 
Event planner, Booking Agents/Sales, Receptionist, 
make-up Artist & stylist, Photographers. Call: (651) 
815-7488 or [612] 367-4840. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market • Next 
sale: GARDEN FEVER! MAY 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, Wed. 
1-7pm, Th-Fri 10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. 
e 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete Interior & 
Exterior Painting. Plus Carpentry Services. Call: 
[651] 917-2881 or go to www.proteampaintingplus. 
com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


Tired of coming home from work to do housework? 
Don't Fuss, Call Us. Flexible schedules, licensed, 
bonded, 10 years of experience. References 
available. Jay's Cleaning Service, Inc. (612) 558- 
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MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty, Mediator, Arbitrator: 
Private dispute resolution. Achieve legally 
enforceable results and peace through mediation 
or arbitration. Tel: (612) 875-1022. www.resolve. 
pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats 1001. Energetic. Responsible. Flexible. 
www.barkavenueminneapolis.com. 
mb(übarkavenueminneapolis.com (612) 423-4523. 
Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940-7033. www. 
dennischristian.com. 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST * COACH 
* CELEBRANT. [612] 240-4289. http://www. 
tomglaserlp.com/. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


One bedroom plus den in Uptown. Hardwood floors, 
walk-in closet, balcony, washer/dryer, fitness 
center, outdoor pool. Close to everything. $1700. 
(800) 787-4815. 


Alcove apartment in Uptown. Great amenities 
including washer/dryer, fitness center and pool 
only $1260 per month. (800) 787-4815. 


ROOMMATES 


Gay male to share large 2 BR with gay male. $525 
month includes utilities. Free laundry, cable and 
internet available. One month security deposit. 
Available now. Call Nick at [612] 325-4058. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by experienced 
responsive masseur. Many repeat clients. Studio, 
shower and lots of TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 
7 days. Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork 
at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South Minneapolis (d 
(612) 306-6323. 
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A MAN sits in his living room. He's in 
his mid-50s. Handsome. Smartly dressed. 
He's normally jovial. Gregarious, even. He is 
known for his kindness and his sense of hu- 
mor. But today he's darker. His face is flush 
with too much alcohol. His hand trembles 
when he reaches for his vodka-soda. 

His home is impressive: palatial, airy, dec- 
orated with pricey art and sleek furniture. He 
loves white decor. There's white everywhere. 
It makes me nervous to eat or drink anything 
here. I hesitate to sit on his sofa, afraid ГЇЇ 
stain it with my inferior success. 

We're sitting side-by-side, hunched over a 
glass coffee table, looking at a photo album- 
a real-life, leather and adhesive paper, photo 
album. I'm 21 years old at the time, and I'm 
looking at pictures of him when he was my 
age-pictures depicting him surrounded by 
gorgeous, half-naked young men. 

“This is George,” he says of a cute blonde 
in one picture. “We used to get into so much 
trouble together.” He forces a laugh, and it 
seems like he’s about to cry, as if it’s painful 
to look at the picture. 

He frequently chats about his youth 
in my company, and references the many 
pictures he's collected over the years- 
evidence of his debauched and glamorous 
twenties. He promised to show them to me 
one day, and here we are. But sitting at his 


THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


On Aging 


side, watching him choke up on seeing his 
former life, makes me regret my visit. I feel 
bad for making him relive these memories, 
but I don’t understand why they are pain- 
ful. These are pictures full of happiness. 
Shouldn’t he treasure these? 

“You don’t have to show these to me,” I 
say softly. 

He fights back his tears. “No, no,” he clears 
his throat. “It’s just hard for me to see these 
again...” He looks at me and there is a long si- 
lence. And then he breaks down. “I’m not that 
boy anymore,” he says abruptly. Tears fill his 
eyes and stream down his face. He sobs uncon- 
trollably. “This isn’t me anymore.” 

I embrace him, and the white sofa and its 
worries melt away... 

That was four year ago. I'm 25 now. ГЇЇ 
be 26 this year. I’m by no means an author- 
ity on aging, but I’ve experienced firsthand 
what it does-what it means. 

When I was 19 years old, my ex, with 
whom I was madly in love, told me, “Justin, 
when you turn 20, I won't like the idea of you 
anymore." 

His revelation was earth-shattering. I was 
everything I thought he wanted me to be. I 
kept my body the way he wanted it. I dressed 
and smelled exactly as he instructed. But I 
couldn't control my age. 

His words still haunt me. I'm self-con- 


scious of my age-even in my mid-twenties- 
not because I think I’m “old,” but because 
maybe I'm afraid the people who I want to 
care about me will think that way. Irrational? 
Of course. 

What does this say about us? When we 
step back and remember our lives, do we 
remember our youth with nostalgia or long- 
ing? Are we jealous of who we were? 

Many people appreciate where their lives 
have taken them. They look to their youth 
with great fondness and a “I enjoyed it while 
it lasted, but boy did I have a lot to learn" 
perspective. And there are those who know 
it's silly to try to recapture what once was 
(and what, quite frankly, looks better only in 
retrospect), but who still try. 

It brings us to the unintended point my 
friend made four years ago, as he sat amongst 
the evidence of his professional success with 
a friend who didn't care about his age. He 
said to me, "This isn't me anymore." And it 
wasn't. He was a million times wiser than the 
boy we saw in his photo album. He'd expe- 
rienced a thousand more memories and a 
hundred more heartbreaks. He was known 
now not for his partying or his age, but for 
his kindness and his sense of humor. 

He was a few years older and a million 
times better. O 


ፅፅ | LAVENDER | MAY 3-16, 2012 


Luthep |FIAT of  Luthep | FIAT of 
ን brookdale a Bloomington 
7417 Brooklyn Blvd. | Brooklyn Park 8033 Knox Ave. 5. | Bloomington 


763-222-2600 952-367-4300 


FIAT 500 Pop's are now starting at 


MSRP $16,100, 0% financing for up to 60 months or $500 rebate. See dealer for details. 


WWW.FIATMINNEAPOLIS.COM 


Oh, give me 
a home 


Where Fido 
can roam! 


К LN Pad i 
in оп can | enjoy 
dE | in luxury. , ፈ 


* Pet-friendly environment 


* Largest outdoor pool in Uptown 
e 24-hour Fitness Center & Sauna 
и • Flux Bar and Internet Cafe 


